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Panic at the Botanic I 


Visitors have swarmed the Brooklyn Botanic Garden to look at the cherry blossoms 
— but the buds will be way past their peak for the festival weekend, May 1-2. See 
story, page 9. 


CO-OP VS CO-OP 

Park Slope Food Coop claims that Barneys 
Co-op's name is illegal — and the law agrees 

By Stephen Brown 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The venerable Park Slope Food 
Coop has fired a shot against the 
fancy-schmancy Barneys Co-op, 
saying that the department store 
slated to open later this year on 
Atlantic Avenue has illegally 
coopted the word “co-op” — and 
one lawyer says the supermarket 
may actually have a case! 

Joe Holtz, the general man- 
ager of the famously left-lean- 
ing, members-only grocery store, 
has gone public with his concern 
that Barneys’ “misuse” of the le- 
gal term “co-op” is a violation 
of state law. 

Holtz cited an article in the 
state’s Cooperative Corporations 
Law — variously described by 
two lawyers as “arcane,” “anti- 



The Park Slope Food Coop thinks Barneys Co-op (right, in Soho) is violating state law. 


quated” and “obscure,” but state any abbreviation, variation or si- corporation may sue for an in- 
law nonetheless — that could pos- militude thereof, shall not be used junction against such prohibited 
sibly serve as a legal basis for a as, or in, a name except by a cor- use of the term.” 

David v. Goliath showdown. poration defined in this chapter,” Holtz, who made his objec- 
“The term ‘cooperative’. . . or the law states. “Any cooperative See CO-OP on page 9 


Sobbing in their suds 

Freddy's Bar, anti-Ratner mainstay, accepts defeat 



By Stephen Brown 

The Brooklyn Paper M ■. linT| 1 J-m H 

Freddy’s Bar has given up the fight. ( r RNirfikBHPTftH 

The Prohibition-era bar, whose location 
on Sixth Avenue inside the Atlantic Yards . 
footprint made it the ideal “war room” for 

: 

project opponents, has accepted an offer 

from developer Bruce Ratner to quietly beer on April 30. 

close and relocate into Park Slope, a half- The announcement signals amuch-less col- 

mile from the current site orful conclusion for the beloved dive, which 


Raid on anarchist hive 


Was police action legit or was it really spying? 


By Aaron Short 

The Brooklyn Paper _ _ 

A police raid of an anarchist collec- 
tive in Bushwick last Tuesday — which 
cops claim was a mission simply to ar- 
rest two members of the commune who 
skipped court appearances on minor 
offenses — may actually have been 
a intelligence mission at the Thames 
Street compound. 

New details have emerged about the 
April 13 raid that suggest that the police 


What’s an anarchist? 

SEE PAGE 2 


were not only picking up the wanted 
men, but also picking up information 
about the anarchists on the eve of the 
fourth annual Anarchist Film Festival, 
which took place this weekend. 

“[An officer] pulled a flier for the 
festival out and asked, ‘Do you know 
what this is?”’ said Sharod Andrews, 


one of the men who was arrested. He 
said that the officer wanted to talk more 
about Andrews’s role in planning the 
upcoming festival than the bench war- 
rant for missing his court date on an 
open-container summons. 

The flier featured a doctored photo- 
graph of the pope wearing bondage gear. 
As such, he believes police officers were 
engaging in a “fishing expedition.” 

Police officials disputed that his ar- 
rest was a coincidence, claiming that of- 


ficers were pursuing outstanding war- 
rants because the two men did not appear 
in court on their court date. 

The commanding officer of the 
90th Precinct, Deputy Inspector Mi- 
chael Kemper, said cops had no inter- 
est in the Bushwick building, which 
houses 19 collective members, plus 
assorted hangers-on, beyond the men 
who missed their court dates. 

“If they’re not doing anything ille- 
gal, and no one is wanted by the po- 
lice, they have nothing to worry about,” 
said Kemper. 

See HIVE on page 2 



Cops raided this "anarchist collective" on Thames Street in Green- 
point on Wednesday. Suvi (smoking) was arrested, while his pal, Jai, 


Lentol's 'poker' face 

Lawmaker wants to legalize card games for money 


What happens in Vegas stays in Ve- 
gas — except for legal poker, one Wil- 
liamsburg lawmaker is hoping. 

Emboldened by the all-but-certain 
demise of Off Track Betting — the 
state’s sole legalized gambling outfit 
besides the lottery — Assemblyman 
Joe Lentol (D-Williamsburg) has pro- 
posed legalizing the legendary game 
of frontiersmen, card sharps and guys 
named “Fats.” 

Lentol said he was inspired by the 
needs of today’s young gamblers. 

“Poker is the game that most people 
want to play now,” said the longtime as- 
semblyman, who last made headlines for 
his promise to swim in the fetid New- 
town Creek to attract Google’s high- 
speed Internet service for Greenpoint. 
“New Yorkers watch it on TV, they play 
poker on their computers and many 
would like to go out for a night and 


play it in a nice setting.” replace existing OTB storefronts, but 

And without OTB, even more wa- said parlors couldhave amenities such 
gering fans will head to Atlantic City or as snack bars, televisions, and even 
Foxwoodstolosetheirmoney — money other sports — as long as they were 
that the state could be getting. regulated. 

“Joe’s view is, let’s update how peo- Of course, every good poker player 

pie want to be entertained through gam- knows that you never count your money 
bling,” said Lentol’s Chief of Staff when you’re sitting at the ta- 

Cathy Peake. “When Off . - . — — ble. Indeed, Lentol would 

Track Betting came out, , • j * .. J have better odds of 

I remember, there were j A 'J * ^ - r drawing a royal 

big screens and all -cjP ■ flush than get- 

S-*-* 


do. Now peo- 
ple have big 
screens in 
their house.” 
Lentol would 
not elaborate on 
what a poker par- 
lor would look 
like or whether 
they would 


f. 

MV V 

* 


ting his bill 


To be- 


would the 


both houses and be 
signed by Gov. Paterson, 
but it would require a Consti- 
tutional amendment adopted by 
voters through a referendum. 

In other words, fold. 



A concn 

By Michele De Meglio 1 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

ete Boardwalk? 

kj. 

Is Coney Island’s famed Board- 
walk becoming a sidewalk? 

The city is now replacing the 
wood planks on the Riegelmann 
Boardwalk with large concrete slabs 
from Ocean Parkway to Brighton 
First Road. 

“It’s not going to look like wood 
at all,” admitted Martin Maher, chief 
of staff for the Parks Department 1 
in Brooklyn. 

See CONEY on page 10 


These metal planks along the Coney Island Boardwalk will soon be 
topped with concrete, not wood, planks. Purists are horrified. 




LOW BLOW! 


Tenor unpaid, replaced by a bass! 


By Andy Campbell 

The Brooklyn Paper 

It’s not over until the thin man 

A battle between a diva-esque tenor 
and a tiny opera museum hit a new 
crescendo this week when the former 
artistic director of the Enrico Caruso 
Museum of America announced that 
he would sue the curator of the ob- 
scure institution — though he’s not 
really sure why yet! 

The dispute stems from that most 
operatic of slights: Not only was the 
tenor Luciano Lamonarcabullied out of 
his position, but his final performance 
in his official capacity was tragically 
undermined when he was replaced at 

Since the museum exists solely to 
honor the greatest tenor of all time, 


Lamonarca was enraged by this af- 
front to all things mid-range. 

“I’ve done everything for this mu- 
seum — yet they pushed me out,” said 
Luciano Lamonarca, the former publi- 
cist for the Sheepshead Bay museum. 
“They wouldn’t pay me, they wouldn’t 
acknowledge me, and then they tookmy 
performance out from under me.” 

Now Lamonarca is looking for a 
way to sue his former employer Aldo 
Mancusi, who runs the museum out 
of the attic of his Homecrest home. 
But their feud didn’t reach a breaking 
point until that fateful night on April 
9, when Lamonarca was scheduled to 
sing an aria at Borough Hall to recog- 
nize 1 5 years of the museum’s dedica- 
tion to the late Italian tenor. 

Some facts are not in dispute : Lam- 
onarca and his virtuoso pianist were the 


O, SOLO MIO: Opera tenor 
Luciano Lamonarca (top) says 
he was snubbed by the Enrico 
Caruso Museum, and its chief, 
Aldo Mancusi (above). 


only performers on the concert ticket 
that night. Since his hire in December 
last year, Lamonarca had been com- 
plaining that he was never officially 
named “artistic director” — despite 
his claims that he did everything in 
his power to publicize the museum and 
its Web site — and his desire to turn 
the position into a paying job. 

See OPERA on page 10 
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ProFlowers- mother’s day special 


12 Colorful Roses 

$1Q99 FREE 

+s/h ElegantG]assVase 


Offer ONLY available at 

proflowers.com/giveaway or call i .888.81 2.01 27 



NYU’s big expansion 
plan includes tower 


Skyscraper would house classes, offices 


By Stephen Brown 

The Brooklyn Paper 

As part of a bold new Brooklyn 
campus, New York University is talk- 
ing about building a 41-story tower 
on Jay Street near Myrtle Avenue — 
a striking proposal that would radi- 
cally change the face Downtown. 

But after the elite private institu- 
tion released its rendering of a sky- 
line-dominating L-shaped tower, 
school officials offered the clas- 
sic, “Pay no attention to the man 
behind the curtain” routine, saying 
that the rendering isn’t a proposal, 
but merely a “visualization exercise” 
of what NYU could legally build 
next to its Polytechnic University 
affiliate on Jay Street. 

“[The rendering] is an illustra- 
tion of the possible massing that is 
available,” said NYU spokesman 
John Beckman. He called the pro- 
posal a “massing illustration” rather 



The tower would loom over 
even high-rise Downtown. 


than a “rendering,” and was quick 
to add, “It’s not what we’re propos- 
ing. We’re not saying that’s what we 
want to have happen.” 

That said, Beckman did not pro - 


vide a rendering of what he says that 
the school wants to do. 

Beckman’s linguistic acrobatics 
are odd, considering that the Man- 
hattan-based college presented the 
skyscraper as part of its larger city- 
wide growth plan, which calls for 
expansions of NYU’s presence in 
Manhattan and Brooklyn. 

According to that plan, the bot- 
tom28 floors of the proposed tower 
would house academic facilities. The 
remaining portion, the lucrative top 
floors, would be set aside for non- 
university offices, presumably for 
an outside company that would be 
keen to occupy a prominent work- 
space with glorious views of Man- 
hattan. 

NYU can build such a structure 
because it has acquired air-rights 
from neighboring buildings, includ- 
ing its Polytechnic University affil- 
iate. But the school has said that it 


would rather cut up those air rights 
and build smaller buildings in an 
around the Metrotech office com- 

“Existing ‘as-of-right’ massing 
may not be the most desirable for 
academic uses,” said NYU spokes- 
woman Alicia Hurley. 

As such, the proposal to build a 
tower is merely a negotiating ploy 
to get permission to build several 
smaller buildings, which would re- 
quire city approvals that the lone 
tower would not. 

“We would likely pursue city 
approvals to re-situate and spread 
the massing in a way that is more 
conducive to academic priorities,” 
she said. 

The notion of a broader NYU cam- 
pus seems in line with the universi- 
ty’s statement that it would not only 
be expanding in the sciences at its 
Polytech affiliate, but also into the 
performing arts and other fields. 

Previously, Hurley had said NYU 
will look at a combination of aca- 
demic, administrative and student 
housing in Downtown. 

Both Hurley and a spokeswoman 
forPolytech said the immediate fu- 
ture would involve upgrades to cur- 
rent facilities. 

The plan also calls for a much- 
less striking addition to a Polytech 
dormitory at Lawrence and John- 


Dig Brooklyn? 

Then dig this... 


A bike lane for Flatbush? 


April is National Safe Digging Month. If you are planning 
to dig on your property, help us celebrate by contacting DigNet of 
New York City & Long Island at least 48 hours prior to have under- 
ground utility lines marked. Remind your neighbors and friends to 

This free service will help you avoid service interruptions, costly 
property damage, or injury. If contractors are doing the digging, it’s 
their legal responsibility to call. Don’t have a yard to dig on? You 
can also contact us if you notice construction work happening in 
your area and suspect lines haven’t been marked. 

To learn more, visit: www.DigNetNYCLI.com 

Call 1-800-272-4480 or 811. 

24 hours a day, seven days a week. 


Planning a digging project 
this spring/summer? 

Call DigNet to have underground 
utilities marked, 48 hours prior to breaking 
ground on your property, it could save 
your life and you will be eligible to win a 

$50 Home Depot gift card.* 

*Must have a legitimate proposed excavation or demolition. Callers with the sole purpose of entering contest will not be 
considered and will bear the costs associated with facility owners locating their underground facilities. Contest is valid April 
12-September30. Winners will be chosen by October 15, 2010. 
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Cyclists want one in wake of fatal crash 


By Thomas Tracy 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

A day after an 18-year-old Kens- 
ington cyclist was dragged and killed 
by a driver on Flatbush Avenue last 
week, bike advocates called on the 
city to put a bike lane on the heav- 
ily traveled thoroughfare. 

“[A Flatbush Avenue bike lane] 
is definitely something worth seri- 
ous consideration,” said Transporta- 
tion Alternatives spokesman Wiley 
Norvell. “It’s a dangerous street for 
bicyclists, pedestrians and motor- 
ists as well. It would definitely be a 
design challenge, but that’s what we 
have traffic engineers for.” 

Norvell said a bike lane stretch- 
ing from the tip of the Manhattan 
Bridge in Downtown all the way to 
the Gil Hodges Memorial Bridge in 
Marine Park would not only help 
calm traffic, but “link the borough 
together” for bicyclists. 

“It ’s a critical corridor — if it was 
made safe for cycling, it would be ut- 
terly transformative,” he said. 

Despite the daily dose of aggres- 
sive motorists and half-crazed dol- 
lar van drivers, more and more bi- 
cyclists have been seen trying their 
luck along Flatbush Avenue. 

But that decision proved fatal for 
Jake McDonaugh, who was struck by 


a charging minivan and then dragged 
for several feet near the corner of 
Flatbush Avenue and Beverly Road 
last Wednesday morning. 

Motorist Michael Oxley, 29, was 
arrested and charged with crimi- 
nally negligent homicide for alleg- 
edly zipping around a slower car and 
blowing through a red light before 
striking McDonaugh. 

Such behavior is a typical of a dan- 
gerous “highway mindset” that over- 
comes many motorists on Flatbush 
Avenue, according to Norvell. 

“That kind of driving behav- 
ior is contagious,” he said. “Even 
when they leave Flatbush Avenue, 
they carry that with them for several 
blocks in every direction.” 

Flatbush Avenue is currently not 
mentioned in the city’s Bike Master 
Plan, which hopes to double two- 
wheeled commuting in the five bor- 
oughs by 2015. 

A Department of Transportation 
spokesman said a bike lane for Flat- 
bush Avenue isn’t needed, since there 
are already several bike lanes that 
“essentially run parallel to it.” 

Of course, no street is parallel to 
the diagonal Flatbush Avenue, but 
the city does provide bike routes 
on Jay Street, Dean Street, Bergen 
Street and Carlton Avenue serve bi- 



A cyclist died on Flatbush 
Avenue last Wednesday. 


cyclists that funnel cyclists to the 
Manhattan and Brooklyn bridges. 
South of Prospect Park, bicyclists 
are served by a lane running along 
Bedford Avenue. 

And a bike lane on Flatbush Ave- 
nue would be a likely non-starter for 
Borough President Markowitz, who 
slammed Department of Transpor- 
tation Commissioner Janette Sadik- 
Khan earlier this week as an anti- 

Markowitz opposes a plan for a 
two-way bike lane on Prospect Park 


West, which would cut one of the 
three lanes for cars. 

“We just disagree on certain in- 
stances where I’m acutely aware that 
she wants to make it hard for those 
who choose to own automobiles,” 
Markowitz said. “I really believe 
that . . . she would like to see more 
people stop car usage and use their 
bicycles or walk.” 

But the death may have changed 
things. When approached about cre- 
ating a bike lane for Flatbush Ave- 
nue in light of Wednesday ’s fatality, 
Markowitz softened his tone. 

“I’ve supported the creation of 
many bike lanes in Brooklyn and 
am certainly open to considering 
the merits and feasibility of any such 
proposal,” he said. 

Transportation Alternatives is not 
actively campaigning for a bike lane 
on Flatbush Avenue, Norvell said. 
Yet, looking at similar streets in the 
city, he surmised that Flatbush Ave- 
nue would need more than a painted 
bike lane. 

“When there’s more traffic, paint 
doesn’t do the job. Streets that carry 
a lot of traffic like this is a different 
animal,” he said, adding that jersey 
barriers may have to be installed “to 
provide physical protection from the 
moving lanes.” 

Such barriers were installed on 
Tillary Street near the Brooklyn 
Bridge. 



JOIN A GREAT CLUB 

OVER 250,000 SQ.FT. OF FACILITIES: AQUATICS, SQUASH, RACQUETBALL, YOGA 
GYMNASTICS, PERSONAL TRAINING, WALLYBALL, DANCE, CARDIO, SOFTBALL, BOXING 
CONDITIONING CLASSES, PILATES, SPINNING, JUNIOR SPORTS, BILLIARDS, & SPA 
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HIVE 

Continued from page 1 

Residents of the Thames 
Street space aren’t comforted 
by Kemper’s comment. 

They believe that officers 
saw fliers posted in the neigh- 
borhood, which included a 
reference to festival events 
that would be held there last 
weekend. 

“There have been a lot of 
raids in alternative spaces in 
the city,” said Vlad, a videog- 
rapher who declined to give 
his last name. “The way they 
did it shows a lack of respect 
for the people in this neigh- 
borhood.” 

Adam Weissman, an envi- 
ronmental activist who lives 
and works in the area, said that 
Andrews was wrongly tar- 
geted. Certainly, some of the 
nearly 50 people living in the 
space are activists, others, like 
Andrews, are merely looking 
for a cheap place to live. 

In the end, Andrews’s case 
was dismissed. 

“The judge said I should 
stay out of trouble for the next 
six months,” said Andrews. “I 
don’t get into trouble.” 


ANATOMY OF AN ANARCHIST 



Ironic graffiti. 
Anarchists don't 
have friends. 


Hooded sweat- 
shirt indicating 
disdain for "The 


Antique silver 
talisman hiding an 
old man's secrets. 


Wool/nylon cap, 
because there's no 
heat in building. 


Ironic graphic 
T-shirt of a tiger to 
blend in with the 
local hipsters. 


BAR 

Continued from page 1 
has spent the last few years as a 
jocular, thoughno less serious, 
foil to the developer. Through 
the seven-year Atlantic Yards 
saga, Freddy’s earned plenty 
of media coverage for a wel- 
ter of stunts, including taking 
Brooklyn Lager off the menu 
afterthe Williamsburg-based 
brewery signed a deal with 
Ratner; decapitating effigies 
of eminent domain and banks 
with a guillotine covered in 
Pabst Blue Ribbon labels; and 
having barflies don oversized 
masks and give interviews as 
key “villains” like Ratner, Bor- 
ough President Markowitz and 
Mayor Bloomberg. 

The bar, which is at Dean 
Street, also installed “chains 
of justice” to which protest- 
ers were expected to secure 
themselves when Ratner’s bull- 
dozers finally began their as- 

Though the chains will no 
longer be necessary, bar man- 
ager Donald O’Finn said they 
did their job. 

“The chains raised aware- 
ness,” O’Finn said. “Whether 
people get arrested or not won’t 
affect the project — though I 
personally don’t think it’s ever 
going to get built.” 

O’Finn said that devel- 


oper Ratner and Freddy’s 
owner Frank Yost reached 
an agreement last Thursday 
that allowed the bar to move 
its contents to a new location 
— an alternative to contin- 
ued fighting and a likely loss 
of everything in the condem- 
nation process that is making 
room for the proposed Bar- 
clays Center. 

Now, all the trappings that 
helped make Freddy’s one of 
the best bars in the city will 
move to the new location near 
the corner of Fourth Avenue 


and Union Street. 

O’Finn explained that his 
opposition to the project re- 
mained as strong as ever, but 
that the financial insecurity 
surrounding the bar since 
the state seized the property 
through eminent domain last 
month became too much. 

“We’re little guys,” O’Finn 
said. “We have a lot of mouths 
to feed and we are not billion- 

Freddy ’s was one of the fi- 
nal holdouts in the footprint 
of the Barclays Center arena. 


Though the legal wrangling 
between Ratner andproject op- 
ponents continues, the closing 
ofFreddy’sinProspectHeights 
stands as yet another sign that 
Ratner will realize his vision 
of a hardcourt Xanadu in the 
heart of Brooklyn. 

But O’Finn added that 
“Freddy ’s Next Bar” will con- 
tinue to oppose it. 

“We’re not through — we’re 
just moving to another comer 
of the ring! ” he said. 

A spokesman for Ratner 
had no comment. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD REPORT 


‘Rose’ Plan 
in lull bloom 

Vote moves project ahead 


A controversial three-tower residential complex along 
the South Williamsburg waterfront received its final ap- 
proval from the City Council last week — a final rub- 
ber stamp that came only after the developer promised 
more below-market-rate units and larger apartments for 
Hasidic families. 

The Council’s 47-1 vote last Wednesday allows Hasidic 
community leader Isack Rosenberg to convert his lumber 
yard on Kent Avenue into the 754-unit Rose Plaza — but 
the approval was also a significant victory for freshman 
Councilman Steve Levin (D-Williamsburg). 

Levin opposed the project up to the last day, until 
Rosenberg committed to setting aside 30 percent of the 
project as “affordable housing” and configuring the proj- 
ect so that there would be 14 of the four-bedroom and 
60 of the three-bedroom units that are so highly sought 
after by Hasidic Jews. 

But after the vote, Levin refused to take credit for his 
behind-the-scenes battle with Rosenberg. 

“I am proud that the communities I represent stood 
up ... to demand a development that will benefit the 
community,” said Levin. “We are now guaranteed a 
development that will accommodate the Williamsburg 
community.” 

The vote ends months of uncertainty for the plan, 
which was overwhelminglyrejected by Community Board 
1 and also shot down by Borough President Markow- 
itz before Levin’s negotiations. As a result, Markowitz 
and the community board now say they support the re- 
tooled project. 

“We have achieved 30 percent affordable housing 
at an overall density and scale of development that is 
compatible with other waterfront rezonings in Green- 
point and Williamsburg,” said CB1 Land Use Commit- 
tee Chairman Ward Dennis. “This is the balance that 
the community board has sought all along.” 

The project, located at Kent and Division avenues, is a 
decade away from reality. Before anything can be built, 
the possibly toxic site may need to fully cleaned. 

In the meantime, Rosenberg must find a financial 
partner to develop the property. It’s unclear who will 
be interested in partnering with a man who defaulted 
on a $50-million mortgage last year at a nearby devel- 
opment project. 


PARK SLOPE 


BOERUM HILL 


Another dog napped! 

Beloved Cocker disappears off Third Avenue 


A beloved Cocker Span- 
iel was apparently dog- 
napped on Tuesday night 
as he waited for his master 
outside a Boerum Hill deli. 

Jon Crawford-Phillips — 
who is now offering $1,000 
for his dog’s safe return — 
said he last saw little Thompy 
as he tied his best friend’s 
leash to a hook outside the 
State Street Gourmet Deli on 
Third Avenue at 8:30 pm. 

“I went in for about 30 sec- 
onds. When I came out he was 
gone,” he said. “I thinkhe was 
taken. This whole ordeal has 
been quite traumatic.” 

Thompy — short for 
Thompson — couldn’t 
have freed himself and run 
off, Crawford-Phillips said. 
Someone must have untied 
the leash. 

The dog owner said that his 
4-year-old pup’s greatest per- 
sonality trait might have been 
his undoing; Thompy is always 



Thompy, a 4-year-old cocker spaniel, was believed 
to have been stolen outside a State Street deli on 
Wednesday night. Help find Thompy! 


BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 


Food options for new park 


Ice cream and lobster rolls for Pier 1? 


By Andy Campbell 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Ice cream and lobster rolls 
could be an integral part of 
Brooklyn Bridge Park this 
summer. 

Though officials aren’t 
speaking on the record, we’ve 
learned that the finalists to 
operate food carts on the 
just-opened Pier 1 portion 
of Brooklyn’s newest open 
space include Blue Marble 
Ice Cream and the Red Hook 
Lobster Pound. 

“Warm days, the water, and 
ice cream — it goes without 
saying,” said Alexis Miesen, 
owner of the ice cream shop, 
whichhas standing locations in 
BoerumHill, Cobble Hill and 
Prospect Heights. “We’rehop- 
ing to become part of the re- 
vival of this waterfront. We’re 
really excited.” 



Povich is already anticipating Hook shop’s lobster rolls, plus 
being anointed as a conces- hot dogs for the kiddies, 
sionaire, unveiling a futuris- The four stands — includ- 

tic“LobsterCart”withherap- ing an outdoor wine or beer 
plication, a sleek stand with a bar — will offer a variety of 
fauxlobstertailonthe side. She Brooklyn-basedproducts, city 
said she would serve the Red officials said last month. Offi- 


Dancewave gets its money back! 

Pro-bono work by lawyer avenges last year's scam 


benefit show, and part-time jobs. 


By Claire Glass 

for The Bmoklyn Pa'per ^ But Jacobowitz was swindled by an im- fraudulent deposit i 

The Park Slope youth dance troupe that postertravel agent claiming to workfor Vir- loss,” said Itkowitz. 
was cheated out of more than $ 10,000 ear- ginia-based Adam Travel Services — who Other Park Slope businesses got behind 
lier this year by a rogue travel agent is fi- absconded with more than $ 10,000. Instead the troupe to help, including workers at Cor- 


in Realty, who pooled their money and 


of buying the airline tickets, the crook only 
reserved the flights — taking the money and also got their friends involved. British A 
ways also offered support. 


nally getting its money back. 

A lawyer who volunteered his services t 

the Fourth Avenue company after reading our depositing it in a private account, 
coverageofthetheftsaidthisweekthatabank News reports of the scam initiated < 
is going to restore the troupe’s funds. 

“We’re feeling great,” said Dancewave 
Director Diane Jacobowitz. “This is a real yer Jay Itkowitz. 
fairy tale story.” 

It’s a fairy tale story that almost didn’t 
get its happy ending. The troupe was in- by the rogue agent, too. That statement al- Slope. “This woman did this to dozens of 
vited to compete in the Aberdeen Interna- lowed Itkowitz to go to Wachovia Bank, people. We knew we wouldn’t be seeing o 
tional Youth Festival in Scotland last fall, which agreed to swallow the loss on the money by the time we needed ' 
and from there, Dancewave’s teenaged en- grounds that it had accepted the agent’s motivated to keep trying to ra 


And Nick Kotsonis, owner of the S Club 


“Everybody has been so generous and 
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eager to make a new friend 
— a possible explanation for 
why no one heard any growl- 
ing, yelping or whimpering be- 
fore the dog vanished. 

Joyce Virani, a neighbor 
who is one of Thompy’s 
many fans, could see how 
the 22-pound dog would have 
walked off with a stranger. 

“He’s just about the big- 
gest lover you ever met,” 
she said. 

The distraught dog 
owner and two cops toured 
the neighborhood together 
minutes after the pup dis- 
appeared, but they couldn’t 
pick up the brown-and-tan 
cocker’s trail. 

There was also an Inter- 
net blast about Thompy’s dis- 
appearance, but no one has 
come forward, bolstering 
Crawford-Phillips’s belief 
that someone stole the dog. 

If you have any news 
about Thompy, please 
contact Crawford-Phillips 
at (646) 286-0808. 
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cials at the Empire State Devel- 
opment Corporation wouldn’t 
say who will be serving re- 
freshments, but said they’d 
announce the food slingers’ 

Several existing eateries lay 
in wait near the newly opened 
park at the foot of Old Fulton 
Street, including Pete’s Down- 
town, theRiver Cafe, Ignazio’s, 
Grimaldi’s and the Brooklyn 
Ice Cream Factory. 

Surprisingly, owners don’t 

will bring down so many peo- 
ple — we’ll all benefit from 
that,” said Peter Thristino, 
owner of Pete’s Downtown, 
which is still experiencing 
some problems due to the 
lack of permanent restrooms 
inside the park. 

“I’m from the neighbor- 
hood, too,” he said. “I want 
everyone to prosper. I don’t 
want to be the only one down 
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semble worked to raise the money with a fraudulant check. 


DYKER HEIGHTS 




City to Dyker Heights: We still do not have a plan 

Fix long overdue for Fort Hamilton exit ramp off Expressway 


127, at 78th Street. Bonomolo 


The traffic moves slowly, 
but the complaints were fast 
and furious, as Dyker Heights 
residents slammed the De- 
partment of Transportation 
last week for failing to correct 
problems the agency caused 
when it revamped the Fort 
Hamilton Parkway exit of the ^ 
Gowanus Expressway. 

Last summer, the agency „ . 
made a series of controversial 1 1 
changes 



changes meant to improve y^g cit "fj xec |" a dangerous off ramp of the Gowanus Expressway in Dyker 
pedestrian safety- includ- Heights, but residents say it created more problems. 


ing installing Jersey barriers, 
eliminating a lane of traffic, 
and splitting traffic move- 
ments — without discuss- 
ing the plan publicly. 

Ever since, frustrated res- 


Heights, but residents say it created 

idents have contended with The frustration isn’t only the Department of Transpor- 

traffic backups — and the in- over the traffic, but the city’s tation to address the traffic, 
creasinglyaggressivebehavior response to it. scores of residents showed 

of drivers caught in them. After waiting months for up at St. Ephrem’s School on 


Fort Hamilton Parkway and 
74th Street on April 14 after 
being promised that the city 
would reveal its fix. 

But the city had no plan 

“You came unprepared, 
and that’s totally unaccept- 
able,” said Fran Barris, who 
lives at Seventh Avenue and 
81st Street. 

Deputy Borough Commis- 
sioner Keith Bray said it would 
take two more weeks to come 
back with a plan for the exit 
— which backs up so badly 
during rush hour that motor- 
ists often drive frantically to 
get past the jam. It’s an acci- 
dent waiting to happen. 

“Someone’s going to get 
hurt,” warned Lisa Bono- 


ting across the grass median to 
turn onto 79th Street. “Some- 
thing has got to be done, for 
the safety of the children and 
everyone,” she said. 

Christine Kennedy, who 
lives on 78th Street, said the 
main problem was a recon- 
figured roadway. 

“I have my children check- 
ing to the left for traffic,” she 
said. “Now, traffic is com- 
ing from the right.” 

Other people at the meet- 
ing complained that an emer- 
gency vehicle would not be 
able to get to a crisis during 
rush hour. 

“The classicNew Yorkrule 
is that somebody has to die 
to get it changed,” said John 
Cullen.plan for traffic, 
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Vicious beating on Henry Street! 


Brooklyn Heights- 
DUMBO-Boerum Hill- 
Downtown 

A thug beat down a man 
and threatened to stab him as 
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Clark and Pineapple in the neck repeatedly forhis 
efforts. During the scuffle, 
the victim even tried to dial 
911 and was beat down fur- 
ther. The thief then threat- 
ened, “I’m going to have to 
pull out my knife!” 

Officer Yeh Yuhuei ar- 
rested the 22-year-old sus- 
pect later that day, though de- 
tails were not provided. 

Shower swipe 

A creep entered a State 
Street apartment while its 
female occupant was in the 
shower and stole two Apple 
computers on April 13. 

The woman said that she 
got in the shower after her 
housekeeper left the apart- 
ment, which is between Nev- 
ins Street and Third Avenue, 
at around 3:50 pm. While 
bathing, she heard the door 
slam loudly and rushed to see 
what had happened. She then 
noticed that her computers 
were gone. 

One word of caution is es- 
sential here: Do not try to 
operate electrical equipment 
when you are dripping wet 
or naked. Or both. 

Cell swipe 

A thief snatched a cell- 
phone right out of a wom- 
an’s hand on April 16, but 
was quickly arrested. 

The victim told cops that 
she was talking on the phone 
on Jay Street near Johnson 
Street at around 1 pm when 
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her hand. A struggle 
sued, and the brute pushed 
the woman to the ground and 
took her phone. 

Officer Cesar Valerio 
gave chase and arrested the 
18-year-old suspect, though 
not before the teen tried to es- 
cape by jumping over a fence 
and cutting his hand. 

Plant pilfer 

The thievery bonanza at 
Planet Fitness on Duffield 
Street continues. 

In the latest incident at the 
gym between Willoughby 
and Fulton streets, a phys- 
ically active victim locked 
up her jacket and purse on 
April 13 at 10:30 am. When 
she returned to her lockertwo 
hours later, the lock was gone 
and so was her stuff. 

She lost $35, a cellphone, 
and an assortment of credit 
cards and IDs. 

It’s the fourth reported 
crime at the gym, which 
opened this year. 

— Stephen Brown 


Fort G reene-Clinton Hill 

Target trouble 

Beware Target customers, 
yet another week of thievery 
has gone down at the Atlantic 
Terminal Mall store. Here’s 
a round-up: 

•A perp got away with 
more than $2,000 worth of 
electric razors and luggage on 
April 1 1 . When an employee 
noticed the missing shavers, 
at around 7 pm, he called the 
cops and provided a surveil- 
lance tape of the crook getting 
away with the goods. 

•A thief nabbed a wal- 
let from a victim’s purse on 
April 12 while she did her 
shopping. The victim told 
police that when she got to 
the checkout line, at around 
10 pm, she noticed her wal- 
let was missing. 

Bedroom bust 

A thief made away with 
$12,400 worth of jewelry 
from a Washington Avenue 
apartment on March 28. 

The victim told cops that 
there were lots of people in 
the unit, which between Gates 
Avenue and Fulton Street, 
that night, but by morning, 
she discovered that her valu- 
ables were missing. 

Beat down 

A thief threw punched out 
his victim — then stole his 
book bag ! — on DeKalb Av- 
enue on April 14. 

The bruised and battered 
victim told cops that he was 
near Flatbush Avenue Exten- 
sion at around 7:45 pm when 
the violent offender began 
punching him in the face and 
head. When the victim hit the 
ground, the attacker made off 
with his bag and over $350 
worth of electronics. 

High-ticket take 

A crook stole more $28,000 
worth of cash andjewelry from 
aRyerson Street home on April 
15, leaving the victim with lit- 
tle more than the groceries he 

The shopper told cops that 
he left at around 5 pm and 
returned two hours later to 
find an open front door of his 
home, which is between Park 
and Myrtle avenues, and nu- 
merous valuables missing. 

Blackburied 

A perp grabbed the cell- 
phone right out of a wom- 
an’s hand on Atlantic Ave- 
April 16. 

The victim told cops that 
she was near Clermont Av- 
enue at around 2 pm — and 
was in the middle of a sen- 
— when the thief cut 
conversation short and 
off with her Blackberry. 

— Claire Class 


Carroll Gardens 
Cobble Hill-Red Hook 

Kid and rob 

Cops bustedawoman who 
tried to steal clothing from 
Area Kids on Smith Street 
on April 13. 

According to police, the 


Thevi 


m told cc 


BUSTED! 


Five morejohns 
are flushed in Boerum Hill 


44-year-old thief entered the 
store, which is between Butler 
and Douglass streets, at around 
3 :40 pm and grabbed a T-shirt, 
shorts and a white dress. 

The manager confronted 
the would-be thief, who 
pushed the worker into a dis- 
play case and fled. But Offi- 
cer Patrick Kwan, who was 
in the area as part of the anti- 
crime unit, made the arrest — 
and even caught the perp with 
some cocaine, to boot. 

Allegedly, of course. 

Five live 

A 32-year-old man was 
roughed up and frightened 
by a mob of hooligans, but 
he ended up losing nothing 
to the gang on April 15. 

The victim told cops that 
he was on Henry Street near 
Fourth Place at around 7 pm 
when five thugs came over 
and punched him. 

“Come on,” said one of the 
boys, “give me money.” 

When the victim said 
no, the thieves tried to steal 
his bag, but got frightened 
and scattered before grab- 

Cops later caught up with 
all five of the thugs. 

Old rolled 

An 83-year-old man was 
assaulted near his Bond Street 
home on April 16 by a man 
half his age, cops said. 

The victim told police that 
he was between Butler and 
Baltic street at around 6:30 
pmwhenthe45-year-oldman 
shovedhiminto a wall, crack- 
ing open his head. 

The senior was taken to 
Long Island College Hos- 
pital, and the thug remains 

‘Second’ bust 

A thief broken into a Sec- 
ond Place home on April 12, 
helping himself to high-tech 

Cops say that the tenant 
was not home between 6 am 
and4pm, when he returned to 
the house, which is between 
Court and Smith streets, to 
find the rear door broken and 
a laptop, iPod, Flip video- 
camera and $100 gone. 

Bald and noisy 

A thief ran out of a Fourth 
Place apartment empty- 
handed after the resident star- 
tled him as he plied his perni- 
cious trade on April 14. 

Cops said that the tenant 
in the apartment, which is at 
Henry Street, was in her bed- 
room at around 2 pm when 
she heard a noise in the liv- 
ing room. By the time she 
got to the other area of the 
apartment, all she saw was 
a bald man jumping out of 
the window in flight. 

He didn’t get anything, but 
he also has not been caught. 

— Cersh Kuntzman 


Park Slope 

Cell swipe 

A thief snatched a wom- 
an’s cellphone right out of 
her hand as passengers ex- 
ited the F train at the Ninth 
Street stop on April 15. 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The ferqgHjjn $pefl «-rJ8jQjjS jSL 7?^ 

Five more men — including one bear- 
ing flowers — were busted for trying to 
get some action at a Boerum Hill corner 
that has been a roach motel for would- 
be johns. 

Cops from the 76th Precinct have now 
nabbed 13men in “Operation Losing Prop- 
osition,” theirmonthly sting at the non-de- 
script comer of Butler andNevins streets 
— and in all cases, the horndogs alleg- 
edly solicited sex of one form or another 
from an undercover cop. 

All five of the April 15 arrests went 
down the same way: A car rolled up to 
the corner and the driver threw out a 


price, ensuring his arrest for solicitation, 
a misdemeanor. 

But the details are slightly different 

•At 2:10 am, two men drove up and 
offered $60 — $30 a man — for inter- 

• At 2:31 am, a lone man in a car of- 
fered $20 for intercourse. 

•At 3:16 am, another man drove up 
and made the same offer. 

•At 3:57 am, the last customer of the 
night arrived and offered $30 for oral 
sex. He also had a bouquet of roses for 
the would-be fellatrix. 

“You can’t make this stuff up,” said a 
police source. “And it wasn’t even Val- 
entine’s Day! ” 


s that 


tinkering with her 
phone as the train doors opened 
at around 8 pm. At that mo- 
ment, the thief sneaked up be- 
hind her, took her phone, and 
took off running. 

GTAs 

Plenty of cars vanished 
from the confines of the 78th 
Precinct last week: 

•A2008Toyota Highlander 
vanished from 13th Street on 
April 14. The owner told cops 
that she had last seen her ride 
between Sixth and Seventh av- 
enues at 10 pm. When she re- 
turned only three hours later, 
it was gone. 

• Yet another bandit struck 
in the carthiefsheaven on Flat- 
bush Avenue between Empire 
Boulevard and Grand Army 
Plaza. This time, the owner of 
a 1996 Lexus parkedherride 
onApril 12 at around 12:30 pm 
in front of the Prospect Park 
Zoo only to return two days 
later to find it gone. 

• A thief stole a GM van 
from Sackett Street between 


Third and Fourth avenues. 
The owner said he parked the 
truck on April 1 3 at around 6 
am, but it was gone by 12:30 
am the next morning. 

— Stephen Brown 


Bay Ridge-Dyker Heights 

Laptop looting 

Someone swiped four- 
dozen laptop computers from 
PS 102 in the early hours of 
April 12. 

Police said that someone 
broke into the school, which is 
on 72nd Street between Ridge 
Boulevard and Third Avenue, 
by forcing open a rooftop door 
sometime after 12:20 am. 

The thief went to rooms 425 
and 426 and took 49 laptop 
computers, as well as battery 
packs and battery cords. 

Picked through 

A thief broke into an 85th 
Street apartment on April 
14 as the 48-year-old ten- 
ant stepped out to pick up 
his child from school. 

The victim said that he was 
only away from his home, 
which is between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues, for 45 
minutes. 

But when he returned at 
3:45 pm, he discovered that 
his apartment had been ran- 
sacked and $ 600 and a jewelry 
box filled of rings, bracelets 
and pendants had been re- 
moved. — Thomas Tracy 


Creenpoint-Williamsburg 

Cop out 

Four thugs were arrested 
after they attacked a man and 
stole his phone on Lorimer 
Street on April 13. 

The prey was talking on 
his phone near Metropol- 
itan Avenue at about 2:47 
pm when the four assail- 
ants approached, demand- 
ing the cellular device. The 
man resisted, and was met 
with punches and kicks to 
the face. 

Luckily, an officer was 
within earshot and called for 
backup. The man’s phone was 
recovered the creeps were put 
behind bars. 

Lobby laced 

Two ruffians assaulted a 
man and emptied his pockets 
in a Frost Street apartment 
building on April 14. 

The 19-year-old victim 
was waiting for his friend 
in the lobby, which is near 
Debevoise Avenue, at 2 pm 
when the attackers rushed 
him. One told the victim 
to empty his pockets while 
the other landed punches and 
kicks — then slashed the loi- 
terer on the hand with a knife. 
The two made off with the 
man’s cellphone, wallet and 

Car thefts 

Honda Civics continued 
to be a hot item for thieves. 
Here’s a roundup of all the 
damage: 

•A creep stole a 1999 
Civic from a spot on Sutton 
Street near Meeker Avenue 
on April 7. The victim woke 
up at about 9:50 am to find 
the vehicle missing. 

•Someone else stole a 
Civic from Havemeyer Street 
nearN. Eighth Street on April 
ll.Thevictim returned from 
his friend’s house at 3 pm and 
saw an empty space where 
his car used to be. 

• Some thug stole a Ka- 
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wasaki motorcycle from a 
spot on Greenpoint Avenue 
on April 15. The victim re- 
turned to the spot, which is 
between Manhattan Avenue 
and Franklin Street, at 6 pm 
and found his hog missing. 

— Andy Campbell 


Williamsburg-Bushwick 

Ring theft 

A sneaky thief broke 
into a Seigel Street apart- 
ment on April 13, stealing 
three rings. 

The thief broke open the 
front door of the building 
— which is between Gra- 
ham Avenue and Humboldt 
Street — at about 8 am and 
quietly lifted $750 worth of 
gold rings. He left the way 
he came, cops said. 

Resta-rob 

A thirsty burglar cleaned 
out a Spanish restaurant on 
Grand Street on April 14, tak- 
ing cash and all the alcohol 
he could carry. 

The brigand broke a lock 
and entered the side door of 
Cafe Argento on Union Ave- 
nue at about 1:30 am, before 
taking the television, $500 
worth of booze, and $1,500 
from the cash register. 

In a bitter irony, the name 
of the restaurant is a slang 
term for money. 

Sad Division 

Acrookstoleasedanparked 
on Division Avenue on April 
13 while its owner was athome 
across the street. 

The crook swiped the car 
from a spot near Bedford Av- 
enue — and the theft was dis- 
covered when the owner re- 
turned to the spot at around 
8 am to find his $19,000 car 
gone. 

Laptop nab 

A wily thief stole thou- 
sands of dollars in high- 
tech gadgets from a Leon- 
ard Street apartment on 
April 15. 

The thief entered the 
building, which is between 
Devoe and Ainslie streets, at 
around 8:30 am and gathered 


a $2,000 laptop, a camera, 
and $300 worth of jewelry 
from the apartment. 

Time of day 

Two perps used the old 
“What time is it” ploy to steal 
an iPod from a man on Gra- 
ham Avenue on April 14. 

The clock had almost 
struck 8:30 am when the 
perps approached the man 
near Moore Street and asked 
for the time. When he was 
distracted, one of the thugs 
grabbed the $350 device. 
Both thugs then fled into 
the nearby public housing 
development, cops said. 

Face-wash 

Two squeaky-clean thieves 
cleaned out a Bedford Ave- 
nue drug store on April 13 of 
its face wash and shampoo, 
but left the conditioner. Both 
were later arrested. 

The perps entered the store 
which is between S. Eighth 
and S. Ninth streets, at around 
3:30 pm, taking five bottles 
of shampoo and a bottle of 
face wash, while one of them 
punched the owner in the face 
and sprayed him withapepper 
spray for good measure. 

Police later apprehended 
the two perps. 

— Aaron Short 


Prospect Heights 

OwPhone grab 

Two well-mannered 
thieves swiped an iPhone 
from a woman on Under- 
hill Avenue on April 7. 

The victim said that she 
was nearing Eastern Park- 
way at noon when the two 
teens approached her. 

“Excuse me, ma’am,” one 
of the teens saidpolitely as he 
approached and lightly touched 
the woman’s shoulder. 

But before any otherpleas- 
antries were exchanged, the 
duo snatched the priceyphone 
from the woman’s grasp and 
ran off with it. 

Cops apprehended one of 
the thieves a short time later. 
The 17-year-old suspect still 
had the phone on him. 

— Thomas Tracy 


BUSINESS BRIEFS 


Stop the ringing 
in your ears 

Tinnitus affects two million Americans to a se- 
vere degree. There are many causes or triggers for 
the affliction, which, simply put, is the perception of 
sound when no sound is present, but there are very 
few beneficial treatments are available. 

For many chronic tinnitus sufferers, the condition 
may contribute to lack of sleep, inability to relax, lack 
of concentration, hyper-sensitivity to loud sounds, and 
negative impact on work, family and social life. 

Quick fixes advertised in the media, including 
herbal regimens and sound machines, offerplacebo 
effects yet have no effect at all! Medications may 
treat underlying conditions, but have little or no ef- 
fect on the tinnitus itself. 

Two science-based programs from Neuromon- 
ics and Resound appear promising. The FDA-ap- 
proved Neuromonics program is designed specifi- 
cally to target the neurological processes of tinnitus, 
specifically of auditory attentional and emotional 
aspects. The treatment is delivered by a compact, 
body-worn, non-invasive device used typically for 
a six- to eight-month period. 

The Resound Live hearing aid and tinnitus device 
is intended foruse by moderate-to-severe hearing loss 
patients or mild loss patients who prefer amplification. 
Resound Live focuses hearing on target speakers, re- 
duced loud environmental sound that may exacerbate 
tinnitus while simultaneously mixing inpleasing sounds 
that mask or minimize effects of tinnitus. 

Audiology Affiliate s [142 Joralemon St. at Clin- 
ton St. in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 875-3131]. 

Free venous 
vascular screening 

The Vascular Institute at Maimonides Medical 
Center is offering free venous screening on Sunday, 
May 2 from 9 am to 1 pm in Boro Park. 

If you have swelling or pain in your legs, your 
legs feel heavy and tired at the end of the day, or you 
have varicose or “spider” veins in your legs, you may 
have various undiagnosed venous conditions. This 
screening can set your mind at ease — and it’s free. 
Maimonides provides comprehensive diagnostic, clini- 
cal and vascular surgical services forpatients with vein 
problems. The Vascular Institute at Maimonides is re- 
nowned for top-notch care, as well as various minim ally 
invasive procedures for treatment ofvaricose veins, ve- 
nous insufficiency and other venous problems. 

Free vascular screening at Maimonides Medical 
Center [903 49th St. in Boro Park, (718) 283-5957], 
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Horsing around! 

And they’re off — to celebrate the Kentucky Derby! 



A drinker’s guide to the race itself 


dreds of thousands cram the infield and the 
rickety grandstand at Churchill Downs in 
Louisville for the big race, where fans sing 
y the way, there’s a race, too, a cleaned-up version of Stephen Foster’s 

If you can manage to put down that “My Old Kentucky Home” as the horses 
mint julep for 120 seconds and fix your jog out to the starting gate. After the gates 
eyes on the TV screen, you’re in for one of open, the horse that jumps to the lead au- 
the greatest spectacles in all of sports. tomatically becomes the bar crowd favor- 
Only a few thousand people attended the ite, but only rarely in thoroughbred racing 
firstKentuckyDerbyinl875,butnowhun- does ahorse go wire-to-wire. 


Handicapping the field is always a night- 
mare at the Derby — mostly because the 
sheer size of the field has encouraged long- 
shots over the years. But never count out the 
New Yorkhorse: ThoughnoNew Yorkerhas 
won the Derby since Funny Cide in 2003, 
this year’s Empire State favorite, Eskend- 
ereya, is coming off a big win in our own 
Wood Memorial, New York’s main Derby 
tuneup. He’ll likely be the favorite. 


INGREDIENTS 

Crushed ice 

1 oz. mint-steeped simple syrup 

Splash of seltzer 

DIRECTIONS 

Put mint in the bottom of a mix- 
ing glass. Pour in simple syrup, selt- 
zer and one ounce bourbon. Use a 
muddlerto crush the mint leaves and 
mix the bourbon and syrup. Add 
the rest of the bourbon. Let stand 
for about three minutes. Strain into 
a cocktail glass filled with shaved 
ice. Garnish with a mint sprig. 


By Meredith Deliso 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


Off the Hook’ 

Jamie Hook has been a fan of the Derby 
since he was a little boy. 

“I’ve always been obsessed with the Ken- 
tucky Derby,” said Hook, who is organiz- 
ing a Derby party at Pete’s Candy Store in 
Williamsburg for the May 1 festivities. “I 
love looking forward to something all year 
that’s over in 120 seconds. Most things in 
this world promise too little and take too 
long, but the Derby is one of the very few 
things that promises a lot and takes very 
little time. I just love that about it.” 

Derby novices are welcome to partake 
in the festivities, as the party will feature a 
hat-making comer for the ladies, stats on all 
the horses, courtesy of Hook, and an Idiots 
Stakes — where the losers win. 

Get your fill of Southern fare as well 
with the Bluegrass Blue-Plate Special — 
barbecued baby-back ribs, potato salad, 
and Derby pie with whipped cream. 

Pete's Candy Store [709 Lorimer St. 
near Richardson Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302-3077] at 7 pm. Free. For info, 
visit www.petescandystore.com. 

Derby ‘Triple Crown’ 

Pete’s isn’t the only game in town. The 
Kentuckians behind the bars Floyd, Union 
Hall and the Bell House will be bring- 
ing the races to all three, for the “Tri- 
ple Crown” of the Kentucky Derby in 
Brooklyn. 

The Bell House in Gowanus does it up 
big, with square dancing, live renditions 
of “My Old Kentucky Home” and “Call to 
the Post,” and some BBQ and Van Leeu- 
wen Artisan Ice Cream. 

Park’s Slope Union Hall is all about 
games on the day of the big the races, 
with a Corn-hole bean bag toss — the 
backwoods Bocce — in addition to its 


Hats off: The Kentucky Derby gets underway on May 1. Follow our guide for doing the re 


regular Bocce courts. 

Over at Floyd in Brooklyn Heights, eat 
like a king while watching the race, with free 
country ham biscuits and Derby Pie. 

All three spots will be giving out prizes 
for best hat, as well as serving $5 mint 
juleps all day long. 

“People always enjoy an excuse to drink 
mint juleps,” said the Bell House’s An- 
drew Mumm. 

The Bell House [149 Seventh St. be- 
tween Second and Third avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-6510] starting at 1 
pm. Tickets $5. For info, visit www.the- 
bellhousenyc.com. 

Union Hall [702 Union St. near Fifth Av- 
enue, (718) 638-4400] at noon. Free. For 
info, visit www.unionhallny.com. 

Floyd [131 Atlantic Ave. between Henry 
and Clinton streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 858-5810] starting around 1 pm. 
Free. For info, visit www.floydny.com. 

Place your bets 

For those who seriously follow the races 


and don’t care for mint julep specials or 
hat-making corners, your best bet for bet- 
ting is II Fornetto. 

The Derby is always a busy day for 
the Sheepshead Bay sports bar, which 
has the races on a multi-screen display 
in the front and off-track-betting stations 
for the risk-takers in the back. 

“They eat, drink and gamble all day,” 
said manager Sammy Soho. 

For other OTB action, head to Hunter’s 
Steak & Ale House. The Bay Ridge res- 
taurant will have a big screen showing the 
race in addition to off-track betting. 

“Everyone’s in a good mood,” said co- 
owner John Ryan. 

As long as his horse wins, that is. 

II Fornetto [2902 Emmons Ave. at 
29th Street in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 
332-8494], For info, visit www.ilfomet- 
torestaurant.com; Hunter's Steak and Ale 
House [9404 Fourth Ave. at 94th Street in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 238-8899] For info, visit 
www.hunterssteakhouse.net. 

— with Tony Celia 


Make a mint 

The mint julep is the official drink 
of the Kentucky Derby, but do you 
know how to make one? William 
Crane, manager of the Bell House, 
shares his recipe: 



It’s his story 

A transgender beauty pageant is about to 
make “his-tory.” 

On April 25, Brooklyn will crown the first- 
ever “Mr. Transman,” with a pageant at the 
Knitting Factory in Williamsburg. 

Though drag contests, gay pageants and tran- 
swoman competitions 
have been happening 
for years, transmen 
have been without a 
pageant of their own. 

“I tell the kids, 
‘When I was your 
age, we had butch and 
femme and that was it.’ 
Now, the queer scene is much more diverse 
than it has ever been,” said nightlife personality 
Murray Hill (pictured), who will emcee. 

At the pageant, six contestants will compete 
in Platform, Swimsuit, Realness, Talent and 
Evening Wear. The winner will receive a cash 
prize and a photo spread in the seminal trans- 
man magazine, “Original Plumbing.” 

Mr. Transman pageant at the Knitting Fac- 
tory [361 Metropolitan Ave. at Havemeyer 
Avenue, (347) 529-6696], April 25 at 8:30 pm. 
Tickets are $12. — Elizabeth Dana 



EVENT 


Bloom county 

Break out your kimino — Sakura Matsuri 

The annual celebration of Japanese culture 
will take over the Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
from May 1 to 2. 

The weather may not fully cooperate (see page 
9) but the weekend will 
still feature workshops 
including flower arrang- 
ing, anime-inspired cos- 
tume competitions and 
haiku poetry readings. 

“It is the best of Jap- 
anese and Japanese- 
American culture here 
at the garden, with the 
stunning background 
of the cherry blossoms,” said Kate Blumm, 
of the Brooklyn Botanic Garden. 

Among the more traditional offerings will 
be a performance by Dancejapan featuring Sa- 
chiyo Ito — a staple at the festival for nearly 
30 years — and taiko drumming by Taiko 
Masala and Soh Daiko. 

For Japanese fashionistas, the festival will 
also host a high tea for “Victorian maidens, 
boho bo-peeps, and Tokyo goth girls,” as well 
as a costume fashion show to exhibit manga- 
inspired designs. 

Sakura Matsuri at the Brooklyn Botanic Gar- 
den [ 1000 Washington Ave. at Crown Street in 
Crown Heights, (718) 623-7200] May 1 from 10 
am to 6 pm and May 2 from 10 am to 7 pm. For 
info, visit www.bbg.org. — Elizabeth Dana 


EEHB 

Back to jazz 

Howard Fishman has been in the studio so 
long, his fans may have feared he put down 
the guitar for good. 

But finally, after 18 months of putting to- 
gether three new albums, the Williamsburgjazz 
man is back where he belongs : on two Brook- 
lyn stages, on consecu- 
tive nights. 

This month, you can 
find Fishman at two of 
his stomping grounds: 
Pete’s Candy Store in 
Williamsburg on April 
29 and Barbes in Park 
Slope on April 30. 

“They’re like playing my living room,” said 
Fishman, who leans on jazz, pop, gospel and 
country in his music. “They’re never high-pres- 
sure shows, in a relaxed environment. I like to 
use them as places to do experimenting.” 

That will include pulling from his latest al- 
bums, which have backdrops in New Orleans, 
Romania and Brooklyn. All three are com- 
ing out this year, with the first — “Better Get 
Right,” featuring Fishman backed by a New 
Orleans brass band — out next month. 

Despite his usual frequency at these Brooklyn 
venues, no one show is the same. “Every one 
of my shows is pretty different,” said the musi- 
cian. “It’s never the same band, never the same 
set list. I like to keep it fresh that way.” 

Three albums in one year will certainly 
help with that. 

Howard Fishman at Pete's Candy Store [709 
Lorimer St near Richardson Street, (718) 302- 
3770] April 29 at 10 pm, and at Barbes [376 
Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue, (718) 965-9177] April 
30 at 10 pm. — Meredith Deliso 





440 Gallery presents 


What does... 


Karen Gibbons 

Sweet Home 



through May 16, 2010 


440 

Gallery 


440 6th Ave. at 9th St. 
Brooklyn NY 11215 
718-499-3844 
www.440gallery.com 


Gallery Hours: Th-Fri 4-7pm, Sat-Sun llam-7pm 
and by appointment 


• BABY BACK 

• MEATBALLS 

• BLACK TRUFFLE 

• NAPOLEAN 

• FALAFLE 

• BRONZINI 

...have in common ? 


The New Summer 
Menu Dishes at 


Restaurant & Lounge 

66 Water Street in DUMBO 

718 - 625-9352 

www.waterstreetrestaurant.com 

See our updated menu online 


^aterStree 


Marco Polo Ristorante & 
BANFI Wine Imports present 

A Five Course 
Game Dinner 

prepared by Chef Bruno Milone 

Wednesday, April 28, 7 pm 

$125 per person 

(tax & gratuity included) 



UPON ARRIVAL: Hot & Cold Hors D’oeuvres 
ANTIPASTO: Stuffed Quail 
Castello Banfi Pinot Grigio Sant’ Angelo 
PRIMO PIATTO: Pappardelle with Duck Ragu 
Castello Banfi Belenero 
SECONDO PIATTO: Ostrich Steak 
Banfi, Poggio alle Mura Brunello 
DOLCE: Pineapple Tartare 
Castello Banfi Moscadello di Montalcino Florus 


MARCO POLO 


345 Court St. (at Union St.) 
718-852-5015 

Open Tues-Sunfor lunch & dinner 
Private party room • Free Valet Parking 

mmm 

www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com 
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RESTAURANT/BAR 

Serving Lunch & Dinner • Private Parties 
We Deliver Lunch & Dinner! 

Open 7 days • Valet parking 


10018 Fourth Ave. (at 101 St) • Bay Ridge 
(718) 833-1313 • View our menu at www.101nyc.com 


NEW YORK’S OWN 

ST. LUKE’S 

CHAMBER 

ENSEMBLE 

j&n example of real joy in music-making... 
fresh musicianship and commitment were 
everywhere in evidence. 

SUSAN ELLIOTT, NEW YORK POST 



BROOKLYN MUSEUM 

Saturday, April 24 at 2:o< 

£ove Olotes 


$35 ($25 Museum Members/$10 Student Rush) 
Children Under 12 FREE 

Tickets include all-day admission to the museum. 




GENERAL&fcoSMETIC 
SKIN CARE SPECIALISTS 



Juvederm 
Chemical peels 
Spider veins 
Laser hair removal 
Acne. Herpes 
Warts. Moles 
Blemish removal 
Keloids 


718-636-0425 

27 EIGHTH AVE (AT LINCOLN PL) 

PARK SLOPE, BKLYN 

212-288-1300 

1000 PARK AVE (AT 84TH ST) 

MANHATTAN, NY 



ALAN KLING, MD 

Board-Certified Dermatologist 

NICOLE DeVINCENTIS, PA 


www.silvergullclub.com 


SILVER GULL CLUB_^-~ 

A family of four can enjoy 
100 days of fun in the 
sun for as little as $2704 
for the entire summer. 



Free Day Camp. 5 minutes from Exit IIS 
on the Belt Parkway. Located in Queens. 
The club is open for inspection. See the 
Web site for info or call 718-634-2900 


DAILY USE RATE 

$80 per cabana 
$65 per cabinette 
$60 per bath cabin 
$50 per adult 
$30 per child 


f sil 

Se 


FOLLOW OUR DAILY UPDATES ON 

twitter 

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper 
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April 23 
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Power SLAM 

Apparently the term 
"dance" can be used 
loosely as it can also 
refer to people fly- 
ing through the air 
dodging flying cin- 
derblocks. Members 
of the STREB Dance 
Company test scien- 
tific principles with 
their bodies, as the 
name of the upcom- 
ing show, "Run Up 
Walls," suggests. 
Once again, they'll 
be defying gravity — 
and looking graceful 
doing it. 

7 pm. STREB Lab for 
Action Mechanics [51 N. 
First St. between Kent 
and Wythe avenues in 
Williamsburg, (718) 384- 
64911. Tickets are $20 
($10 for children). 


SATURDAY 

April 24 

Fourth time 
around 

Andi Rae's fourth 
annual Earth Day 
event will bring lots 
of local artists 
together at Bar 4 to 
jam for the planet. A 
country singer her- 
self, Rae has gath- 
ered a few similarly 
inspired musicians to 
join her — and even 
your drinking will go 
towards a good 
cause as Bar 4 will 
be donating a por- 
tion of the profits to 
Sustainable Harvest 
International. 



SUNDAY 

April 25 



Bald cure 

Finally, there's a 
chance for your hair 
stop sitting around 
and actually do 
something to cure 
cancer. Participants 
in today's St. Bal- 
drick's fundraiser 
raise money by 
agreeing to shave 
their heads — and 
since the event is at 
Ceol Pub on Smith 
Street, you know 
there'll be drinking 
involved. So far, St. 
Baldrick's has raised 
$8 million this way, 
so get shaving. 

2-7 pm. Ceol (191 Smith 
St. in Carroll Gardens, 
(888) 899-2253], www. 


TUESDAY 

April 27 

Talkin' blues 

We're all fascinated 
by the blues, but we 
don't have the time 
make the trek down 
south. Fortunately, 
the new Live and 
Outspoken festival 
brings the best of 
Dixieland to us. This 
month, Mississippi- 
import Jimmy "Duck" 
Holmes will play 
some Delta blues. 
And if that's not 
enough of a draw, 
the evening takes 
place in the home of 
Emmy-Award-win- 
ning writer/producer 



THURSDAY 

April 29 



Gay ol' time 

All you straight sin- 
gles have had plenty 
of chances to get 
hooked up — so now 
it's time for Brooklyn 
gays and lesbians to 
party down, thanks to 
the "Big Gay Meatup" 
at the Bell House. 
Organizers say there's 
a Hawaiian theme, 
but you won't have to 
pull out your ukulele 
in this crowd. If it's 
anything like the last 
bash, there'll be plenty 
of happy endings. 

7 pm. Big Gay Meatup at 
the Bell House [149 
Seventh St. between 
Second and Third ave- 
nues in Gowanus (718) 
643-6510 ). Tickets are $8. 


NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 


CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL: 

nese cherry trees. Brooklyr 

Garden [1000 Washington 

Eastern Parkway in Crown Heights, 
(718) 623-7220], www.bbg.org. 
THEATER, "NIGHT MUST FALL": 
Emlyn Williams's psychological 
thriller. $15 ($13 seniors and chil< 
under 12). 8 pm. Heights Players 
[26 Willow PL between Joralem< 
and State streets i - 

Heights, (718) 237 
heightsplayers.orc 
FILM, "THE WOMAN ON THE 
BEACH": Part of a Jean Renoir 
retrospective. $12 ($8 members). 

2, 4:30, 6:50 and 9:15 pm. BAM 
Rose Cinema [30 Lafayette Ave. at 
Ashland Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4129], www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, CHRIS MILLER SEXTET: 

$6. 6-8:30 pm. Puppet's Jazz Bar 
[481 Fifth Ave. at 11th Street : - 
Park Slope, (718) 499-2622], - 
puppetsjazz.com. 

ART, OPEN STUDIOS APRIL 2010: 
events all weekend. 6-9 pm. The 
Marie Walsh Sharpe Art Founda- 
tion Space Program [20 Jay St. 

858-2244]. 

ART OPENING: New group show 

Galiana, Hovey Brock and Robert 
Szot. 6 pm. Muriel Guepin Gallery 
[47 Bergen St. between Boerum 
Place and Smith Street in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 858-4535], www. 

THEATER, "JOSEPH AND THE AMAZ- 
ING TECHNICOLOR DREAM- 

COAT": Presented by the FDR 
Theatre Guild. $10. 7:30 pm. FDR HS 
[5800 20th Ave. in Bensonhurst, (718) 
621-8825], fdrhs.schoolswires.net. 

MFA THESIS CONCERT: New Media 




Dance fever: Catch "Tap Kids" at Brooklyn Center for the Per- 
forming Arts on April 25. 


te digital with live | 


srfor- 


in DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], www 

COMEDY NIGHT^Hosted by Nick 
Turner (College Humor) and Jasor 
Saenz (DC Comedy Festival). Free 
8 pm. Coco66 [66 Greenpoint Ave 
between Franklin and West street 
in Greenpoint, (917) 807-6045], 
www.myspace.com/coco66. 

THEATER, "COP PIECE": Serial dran 


brooklyn.liu.edu/KumbleTheater. 

MUSIC, INLETS: $10. 7:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638-4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, FRANK AND NANCY MOC- 
CALDI AND FRIENDS: Banjos, 
guitars, fiddles, mandolins and 
wonderful voices. $10 ($6 children). 
7:30 pm. Brooklyn Society for Ethi- 
cal Culture [53 Prospect Park West 
at Second Street in Park Slope, (718) 
768-2972], www.bsec.org. 

DANCE, "AIR FESTIVAL — GIRL 
MEAT": Victoria Libertore channels 
Bathory's essence with hilarity, a 
dose of camp and a hint of insanity. 
$15 ($12 in advance). 8 pm. Brook- 
lyn Arts Exchange [421 Fifth Ave. 
at Eighth Street in Park Slope, (718) 
832-0018], www.bax.org. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CONCERT: 

skyf Bartdlcl'and Dvo C 6k.^$35 / ($30 
seniors, $15 students). 8 pm. Barge- 
music [Fulton Ferry Landing, Old 


point), www.stjohnstheatre.org 
MUSIC, XYLOPHONE PEOPLE: 
Unique blend of minimalist tran 
music, down and dirty blues. $1 
10:30 pm. Jalopy [315 Columbia 
St. between Hamilton Avenue a 
Woodhull Street in Columbia St 
Waterfront, (718) 395-3214], ww 
jalopy.biz. 


CIVIC CALENDAR 

MON, APRIL 26 

Community Board 6. Public Safety 
and Environmental Protection 

WED, APRIL 28 

Community Board 6 Youth and 
Human Services Committee. 

Committee. 6:30 pm. New York 
Methodist Hospital [506 Sixth St. 

nues in Park Slope, (718) 780- 

Presentation and discussion with a 
rep for Horizons Leadership 
Project. Location to be deter- 
mined. 6:30 pm. (718) 643-3027. 

3000]. 

THURS, APRIL 29 

TUES, APRIL 27 

Community Board 1 Land Use 

6:30 priTcorT^^ty BoareM 9 * 

fof GrandXm^ 

Brooklyn Public Library's Central 

office [435 Graham Ave. between 
Williamsburg, (718) 389-0009]. 

branch [Flatbush Avenue at Eastern 
Parkway in Grand Army Plaza in Park 
Slope, (718) 643-3027]. 

To list an event in the Civic Calen, 

Jar, e-mail Calendar@cnglocal.com 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL: See 

Friday, April 23. 

PERFORMANCE 

THEATER, "NIGHT MUST FALL": 8 
pm. See Friday, April 23. 
THEATER, "THE VIGIL OR THE 
GUIDED CRADLE": A play about 
torture. $18. 8 pm. The Brick [575 


her annual benefit. 6:30 pm. Bar 4 
[444 Seventh Ave. at 15th Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 832-9800], www. 

THEATER, "JOSEPH AND THE 
AMAZING TECHNICOLOR 
DREAMCOAT": 7:30 pm. See Fri- 
day, April 23. 

DANCE, HIGH FREQUENCY: Se- 
lected to perform overseas in the 
i/al, the 

ing for Sweden" concert to help 
raise funds for travel. $15 ($7 for 
kids). 8 pm. CAVE Art Space [58 
Grand St. between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, (718) 388- 
6780], www.highfrequencywave- 
lengths.org. 

MUSIC, FRANK & NANCY MOCCA- 
LDI & FRIENDS: Folk music. $10 
ciety 

ire [53 Prospect 

rarx vvesr. ai oecond Street in Park 
Slope, (917) 586-5298], www.bsec. 
org. 

DANCE, "AIR FESTIVAL — GIRL 
MEAT": 8 pm. See Friday, April 23. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CONCERT: 8 pm. 




Kent Avenue in Clinton Hill, (347) 
406-9700], www.rustiktavern.com. 
THEATER, "COP PIECE": 8 pm. See 
Friday, April 23. 

MUSIC, "SWING HOUSE": A cos- 
tumed ball with live swingin' sounds 
by authentic vintage jazz bands, 

$15 t rith V RSVP^ + 9 themed dres™$20 
door, $10 after 12am. 9 pm. The 
Green Building (450 Union St. near 
Bond Street in Carroll Gardens), 


See 9 DAYS on page 8 
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Safe at ‘Home’ 

Indie rockers La Strada celebrate their 
new album at the Knitting Factory 




I gin with just an ac- 
cordion. But for James 
Craft, the old-world instru- 
ment was a launching pad for 
his band, La Strada. 

Since forming four years 
ago, he has slowly added in- 
struments to the mix, start- 
ing with drums, then violin, 
viola, cello, bass and, lastly, 

“I finally felt like we had 
enough instruments by the 
time we added the guitar- 
ist,” said Craft. 

The formula has worked. 
La Strada has gained fans 
across the country thanks to 
its foot-stomping live shows, 


veil. 

When not in Brooklyn, 
Craft and Co. have spent 
most of their time on the 
road, touring incessantly, 
making for limited time in 
the studio. This month, the 


its first full-length LP, “New 
Home,” with a show on April 
30 at the Knitting Factory in 
Williamsburg. 

“New Home” provides an 
evolution of the band in 13 
tracks, as songs range from 
the group’s very first — the 
dark, folky “Baptism” — to 
more recent, sunnier tunes 
like “Julia.” 

“We’ve become more pop 
indie as opposed to folk in- 


die,” said Craft on the band’s 
sound. “There’s more of a 
pop element.” 

Testament to that, as of late, 
the band has added a new ele- 
ment to the mix — a synthe- 
sizer, if you can believe it. 

“There was a certain sim- 
plicity and rhythmic accessi- 
bility I wanted our new songs 


The accordion can’t do 
it all. 

La Strada at the Knitting 
Factory [361 Metropolitan 
Ave. at Havemeyer Street 
in Williamsburg, (347) 529- 
6696] April 30 at 9 pm. Tick- 
ets $10. For info, visit www. 
myspace.com/lastradanyc. 


THE LA STRADA 
ALGO-RHYTHM 


La Strada offered a glimpse of its romanti- 
cized indie sound in its 2008 self-titled EP. 
Now, the band has spent time in the studio 
and release a full-length debut this month, 
expanding from the EP to include poppier 
additions. But to really get a sense of what 
the new album, "New Home," is like, we 
leave that up to our exclusive Algo-rhythm. 

Take the old-world 
vibes of Beirut's 
2006 debut, "Gulag 
Orkestar." Then 
add ... 

The languid vocal 
stylings of Neutral 
Milk Hotel's 1996 
debut "On Avery 
Island." Then add ... 

The playful instru- 
mentation of Badly 
Drawn Boy's "The 
House of Bewilder- 
beast." The result? 


La Strada celebrates the release of its new album, "New Home," on April 30 at Knitting Factory. 

Beautiful, Worry-Free 
Landscaping Begins with 
Dragonetti Brothers 


Call for a FREE consultation with our 
Landscape Design Division 

Landscape Evaluation & Design • Landscape Lighting 
Patio & Driveway Construction • Natural Stone Walkways 
Poolscapes, Ponds, & Waterfalls • Cedar and Composite Decks 
Irrigations Systems • Seasonal Plantings • Privacy Planting • Treescapes 
Specialty Gardens • Perennial Designs • Rock Gardens 


Let us personalize your landscape design and create 
your dreamscape with creative and distinctive solutions. 

FREE ESTIMATES - “One call does it all” 

Ph: 718-451-1300 Fax: 718-451-2655 

Visit Our Full Service Nursery, Garden Center, and Florist 

Sun or Shade Annuals & Perennials • Evergreen Hedging Plants & Shrubs • Flowering Shade Trees 
Japanese Maples • Vegetables & Herbs • Mulch, Organic Compost & Organic Topsoil Delivery 
Lawn & Garden Fertilizers & Remedies • Pond Installation • Statuary & Topiaries 

1875 Ralph Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11234 
Ph: 718 - 241-3172 Fax: 718 - 241-3882 


www. dr agonett ibr other s . com 


J 0 %OFF 

Any job over $500 

this coupon. Not valid with 
ir offers or prior purchases. 
Offer Expires 5/31/10 


$ 5 


OFF 


Purchases over $50 

other offers or prior purchases. 
Offer Expires 5/31/10 


no 


OFF 


Purchases over $100 

With this coupon. Not valid with 
other offers or prior purchases. 
Offer Expires 5/31/10 


$2 OFF 

Propane Tank Refill 


5,000 BTU Air 

•9.7 EER *3 Speed Fan 'Slide-Out Filter 

#AAC051 FRB Available in showroom only 


FREE io.ooo btu 

^10.8EER -115 Volts 
•3 Speed Fan 
■Tilt-Out Filter 
(Remote >8-Way Air 


1 2,000 BTU 


Single, Dual and Multi-Zone 
Flex Multi-Split Air Conditioning Systems 

The ultimate room air conditioner. Easy to inste" 




GIDAIREl SAVE 

— J $1200 


J 


4-nc. Stainless Steel Package 

Purchase these 3 Frigidaire Gallery appliances, Refrigerator, Self Cleaning 
Gas Range, and Over-The-Range Microwave Oven... and get the Dishwasher 
absolutely FREE! Cannot be combined with any offer 


You Get 

1 8.2 cu. ft. Stainless Steel Refrigerator 

•SpillSafe Glass Shelves 'Clear Deli Drawer Wfjtrmi 

•2 Humidity Control Clear Crispers #FGHT 1 844KF 

30" Self Cleaning Stainless Steel Gas Range with 5 Sealed Burners 

•Convection Oven 'Griddle *5,000 BTU Low Simmer Burner 'Star-K Certified #FGGF3054KF 


WAS $2199.99 SALE 1744.99 

LESS Frigidaire Mail-In Rebate $100.00 

LESS NYS Cash Rebate $105.00 

Final Price. .$1539.99 


•1 .7 Cu/Ft -1 0 Power Levels *1 ,000 Watts -Over 30 Settings *2 Fan Speeds -300 CFM Fan -Light #FGM VI 74KF 

Fully Integrated Stainless Steel Dishwasher 

•7 Cycles *5 Wash Levels 'Hard Food Disposer 'Largest Silverware Basket 'Energy Saver #FGHD2433KF 


Get Back Up To 


/ V NEW YORK’S ^ 

/p\ GREAT APPLIANCE SWAP OUT 

NYApDlianceSwapOut.com 


1 1 w*r ■■ 

let 

|=«T It M 

lulu 

Was $559.99Now On-Sale $454.99 M- ■ 1 1 m 

Less NYS Cash Rebate... $105.00 |Ej 

Final Price...$349.99 ILWH 




ItJ 




* 558 " 

In Cash Rebates 


Just Replace Your Existing Appliances 
With New Energy Efficient 
Appliances! Come in For Details 


SH0P(^>3 WAYS: 


imiFi 


Call Us 

By Phone 

718-253-4700 Press Opt. 2 


Showroom Sat 9am-6pm, 

2361 Nostrand Ave, Brooklyn Sun 1 1 am-6pm 


On-Line 


INTEREST 


WHY SHOP 
ANYWHERE 


2361 Nostrand Ave, Brooklyn ( off .he comer otAvej) 

718-253-4700 • (888-271 -7497 Appliance Parts Only) 


Monday-Friday 9am-8pm, 
Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 1 1am-6pm 


•Orders taken on Saturday cannot be delivered Sunday. Installations not available in all areas. Additional charge if removed by installers 'Special terms applt to 
Financial National Bank. Regular minimum monthl^jja^ments are required during the special termsjDeriohThe no-interest optioi — * fc — “ — i -‘ — -* “ ! - — 


'Ft. For newly opened accounts, the Regular APR is 23.90%. All APRs may vary. All APRs 


Layaway Available 

ed by installers 'Special terms applt to purchases charged with approved credit 
there is no interest if the puchase is paid in full within the special-terms period; 
\PRs are given as of 12/1/2009. Offer expires 4/30/10. NYC Consumer Affairs L 


\J\ > 

_Jhe 

C Junction 

\ Co "', ,e (wT5 
-4-f.T AveT 

iLiVJlr 

-=T“gT * veJ 

ru 

t_J^ 

1? 


credit to the credit card issued by Wells Fargo 

-‘herwise, intere-* 

#0905375 


otherwise, interest accrues from date of purchase at the I 
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King of the hill 


Manny Howard sheds light on his 
adventures in farming in new book 


M ar 

ra 

D 




I anny Howard has been 
raising chickens in his 
Ditmas Park backyard 
farm since 2007. But he’s not 
only doing it for the meat. 

Inspired by the “locavore 
movement” that encourages 
eating locally grown food, 
Howard took it one step fur- 
ther: to live off only what he 
could grow in his backyard 


out of it, t< 

“My Empire of Dirt: How 
One Man Turned His Big-City 
Backyard into a Farm” chroni- 
cles how Howard converted his 
urban backyard into a vegetable 
garden, chicken coop, rabbit hutch 
and duck pond. 

His summer was filled with 
demanding physical labor, chas- 
ing rabbits and, of course, cas- 
trating chickens. 


: is the egg man: Ditmas Park writer Manny Howard turned his backyard ir 
mplete with chickens and the inevitable eggs. 


ally learn what it means to grow 
food and raise livestock in an ur- 
ban setting. 

But animal deaths, a near 
breakdown of his marriage, a tor- 
nado — the first to hit Brook- 
lyn in over a hundred years — 
and a severed finger tested his 
physical, mental and emotional 
strengths. 

“I didn’t have any idea that this 
thing would grab me by the ears 
and pull me into the ground with 
it,” said Howard. “It was certainly 
all-consuming, but it was never a 
question that I would finish.” 

Nearly three years later, “the 
farm” is still functioning, albeit 
on a smaller scale — more low- 
maintenance chickens have re- 
placed the now-deceased rabbits, 
for example. 

The experience made him re- 
alize that the locavore movement 
falls short. 

“Knowing the farmer and be- 
ing the farmer are two totally dif- 
ferent things,” he said. 


9 DAYS... 

Continued from page 6 

SALES AND MARKETS 


FLEA MAR 


Church of the Holy Spirit 
[8117 Bay Parkway at 82nd 
Street in Bensonhurst, (718) 
837-0412], 

FLEA MARKET: A benefit for 
Greenwood Playground. 
Free. 9 am-3 pm. Green- 
wood Playground [E Fifth 
Street at Fort Hamilton 

Screen; 

ground. b^inow.i 


ARTISTS AND 
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On the eve of festival, buds are dropping like flies 


By Andy Campbell 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Brooklyn Botanic Garden will 
host the greatest and most colorful 
cherry celebration in the nation next 
weekend, but there’s a major problem 
— the blossoms are wilting! 

A full two weekends before the 
annual Sakura Matsuri festival — 
a Japanese-themed “rite of passage” 
into spring — the Garden’s signature 
cherry trees looked great, their light 
pink blossoms in full bloom. 

But that small, perfect window when 
the Kwanzan trees are picture perfect 
will be long closed by the May 1 event. 
And the rest of the Garden’s vast ar- 
ray of species have already popped 
their cherry blossoms. 

“I’m literally panicking for them 
about the timing of the festival,” said 
a landscape architect who refused to 
give her name because she occasion- 
ally works with the Crown Heights hot- 
house. The architect was in the Garden 
on Sunday and liked what she saw — 
until she looked at the calendar. 

“These buds look beautiful now, 
but they won’t be perfect by May 1,” 


she said. “It’s a shame. They guessed 
wrong.” 

Perhaps, but the fault lies not with 
the Garden’s bud pickers, but with the 
rigors of putting on the most-impor- 
tant cherry blossom festival this side 
of the Potomac, with participants com- 
ing from as far away as Japan and 
Manhattan. 

Because there’s so much planning 
involved, Botanic Garden officials se- 
lect the date for the next year’s Sakura 
Matsuri right at the close of the current 
event. The selection of May 1 and 2 
was actually made last spring. 

Beyond that, the Garden merely 
hopes for the best — and Mother Na- 
ture has proven to be an unreliable ally. 
If the spring air gets too hot too soon, 
the trees blossom early; too cold and 
you can kiss that sweet walk through 
the petals goodbye. This year, there 
was rain, warmth and chill — not a 
good combination. 

“We’re losing petals,” said Mark 
Fisher, director of horticulture for the 
Garden. “But that’s just what Mother 
Nature chose.” 

The good news, Fisher added, is 


that the two-day, 60-event Festival is 
fun even if the trees are completely 
denuded. 

But some folks can’t get over those 
wilting Kwanzans. 

“Seeing how nice it looks now, I ques- 
tion what will be left forthe celebration,” 
said Crown Heights resident Ben Rubin 
on Sunday. “I’m worried formyself, for 
my family, for the garden and for the 
reputation of our borough.” 

Then again, some cherry blos- 
som fans think the hysteria is mis- 

“Look, anyone who actually cares 
about whether the buds will be ‘per- 
fect’ or ‘just miss their peak’ is miss- 
ing the point of Sakura Matsuri,” said 
Phil Marriott ofPark Slope. “The whole 
thing is a Zen exercise, so to try to 
predict perfection is a violation of that 
spirit. It’s like catching the perfect 
wave in Maui.” 

Sakura Matsuri at the Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden [1000 Washington 
Ave. at Montgomery Street in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623-7200], Activities 
on May 1 and 2 begin at 10 am. Free. 
For info, visit www.bbg.org. 


CO-OP... 


Continued from page 1 
tion clear in a letter to this 
newspaper this week, indi- 
cated that Barneys’ use of the 
term muddles the very defi- 
nition of co-op and, in doing 
so, undermines the 37 years 
of effort made by the Park 
Slope Food Coop to essen- 
tially brand the idea of co- 
operative shopping. 

“Barney’s misuse of the 
word dilutes this effort and 
effectively undermines our 
business model and, for lack 
of a better concept, ‘brand,’” 
said Holtz. 

If found guilty — by whom 
is not even clear right now 
— the multi-million-dol- 
lar fashion company would 
face a stiff penalty under 

“A violation of this prohi- 
bition is a misdemeanor, pun- 
ishable by a fine of not more 
than $500,” the law states. 

Besides, it’s not clear if 
the Food Coop will pursue 
the matter. 

“I would say I haven’t de- 
cided yet,” Holtz said, but he is 
definitely considering it — on 
principle: “It’sanew thing hav- 
ing a co-op in Brooklyn that’s 
not a co-op. There is some- 
thing wrong with that.” 

A spokeswoman for Bar- 
neys, Dawn Brown, scoffed 
at the notion that their bou- 
tique stores are in violation 
of the law. 

“The year 2010 will be our 
25th anniversary since open- 
ing the co-op,” said Brown. 
“We’ve beenusing this phrase 
for a long time.” 

And, Brown added, the 
term “Barneys Co-op” — 
the name that the company 
gives to spinoff stores of its 
more-familiar, high-end Bar- 
neys locations — is trade- 
marked. 

“We’ve gone through all 
the legal channels to have this 
name,” she said. 


But one lawyer with ex- 
pertise in corporation law — 
who did not want to have his 
name tied to his quick, pro- 
bono consultation with a re- 
porter on deadline — said that 
the trademark did not neces- 
sarily nullify a Park Slope 
Coop legal challenge. 

“You can’t claim rights to 
something that is illegal,” the 
lawyer said. “Can you trade- 
mark something that violates 
the law?” 

The lawyer noted that 
the law in question was de- 
signed specifically for food 
producers, marketers and 
consumers. 

“It’s there so that a co-op 
corporation — such as the 


foodco-op — not be confused 
with other corporations such 
as business corporations,” the 
lawyer said. “[The foodco-op] 
is a different type of corpora- 
tion and that’s the reason for 
the prohibition.” 

He also noted that it is quite 
possible that the reason Bar- 
neys has never caught flack 
for its “co-op” stores before is 
because no other food co-op 
has taken exception with it. 

“Only a food co-op could 
bring this case. There might 
not have been anyone who 
objected before,” the law- 
yer said. 

But he did say there is one 
catch: there could be a stat- 
ute of limitations that nulli- 
fies any challenges to Bar- 
neys Co-op simply because 
the term has been used for 
so long. 


It is unclear whether the 
Food Coop, which serves as a 
spiritual center ofPark Slope, 
will pursue the matter. This 
newspaper could not reach 
Holtz before its non-cooper- 
ative online deadline. 

In the end, it’ll be up to 
the lawyers, the judges and 
the court of public opinion. 
But consider this: State law 
appears to be on the food- 

“It is the declared policy 
of this state, as one means 
of improving the economic 
welfare of its people, partic- 
ularly those who are produc- 
ers, marketers or consumers 
of food products, to encour- 
age their effective organiza- 
tion in cooperative associ- 
ations for the rendering of 
mutual help and service,” 
the law states. 


CO-OP SMACKDOWN! 

One offers name-brand leather, the other sells low-priced lentils — but 
both Barneys Co-op and the Park Slope Food Coop use the same vaguely 
Socialistic word to describe themselves. So how do these two shops really 
compare? They can't even agree on spelling! Find out in our first ever co- 
operative comparison. — Tony Celia 


No refunds 

Willingness to 

Co-workers actually walk 
your groceries home 

Straight out of "Sex and 
the City" 

Look of the place 

A supermarket in 
Brattleboro, Vermont 

Snooty 

Worker attitude 

Self-righteous about kale 

Sharp sport coats and 
stylish dresses 

Employee attire 

Reflective vests 

Golden Goose Boot, 
$1,475 

Most overpriced item 

Organic baby radishes, 
$7.15 per pound 

"1 can't talk. Call our 
corporate office." 

Employee reaction to 
our questions 

"1 can't talk without 
attending a General 
Meeting, which needs to 
be announced three 
weeks in advance so we 
can get this conversation 
on the agenda." 



DAD JT 

KIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC | I fej 


FAMILY CALENDAR 

Heights, (718) 923-9710]" 


instalk." See Satur- 


FRI, APRIL 23 

11:30 am: Storytime wit 
Emily. Moxie Spot [81 Al 


th guitarist Gina 
le. $18, siblings $ 


• Free morning transportation 
from most Bay Ridge and 
Brownstone Brooklyn areas 

• Established 1992 


Pacific Library [25 Fourt 
at Pacific Street in Boreum Hill, 
(718) 236-4086). 

SAT, APRIL 24 
1 0:30 am: Story time for kids. 
Greenlight Bookstore [686 
St. between South El- 


246-0200], abookstor 
brooklyn.blogspot.co 
11 am-4 pm: Fifth A\ 


d Fifth av 




718-788-PSDC (7732) 

www.parkslopedaycamp.com 


Slope, (718) 768-3703], wi 
allaboutFifth.blogspot.ee 
11 am-4 pm: Fifth Avene 
Family Festival. See Frida 
April 23. 


SUMMER AT 

Jluggs 




DAY SCHOOL, INC. 


COME JOIN IN THE FUN 


• Water Play • Music & Movement 

• Sprinklers • Gym Facilities 

• Large Outdoor Yard • Art Projects 

• Spacious Classrooms 

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3-5 years old 

2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days. 


763 President St. 


718-230-5255 



BROOKLYN 


Fencing Center 

The Brooklyn Fencing Center opened in Carroll 
Gardens, Brooklyn, in January 2003. We are 
proud to be Brooklyn's first competitive 
fencing club, and our mission is to make 
the excitement and joy of fencing more 
accessible to Brooklynites of all ages! 
Group Classes 

beginner to advanced, 7 years to adults 

Private Lessons • Summer Camps 


lil€ DO FENCING BIRTHDAYS! 

Parties up to 20 kids 


62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt) • (718) 522-5822 
uiuiui.8rooklvnFencing.com 



FOLLOW US DAILY 
ON TWITTER 

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper 


11:30 am-12:15 pr 

Stew" with gi 
Samardge. $’ 

Gumbo [493 
between Nevins Street and 
Third Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(718) 855-7808]. 

12:30 pm and 2 pm: "The Se- 
cret Garden ... of Monsters!" 
Celebrate great works of 
children's literature. $5. Brook- 
lyn Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. 


brooklynlyceum.com. 
12:30 pm and 2:30 pm. 
and the Beanstalk." Thi 

adults. Puppetworks [338 


», $8 


Dog." Free. Kaleidoscope 
[8722 Third Ave. in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 491-2051], www.kaleido- 


, i: Teen writing workshop. 

Hosted by Ned Vizzini. Free. 
FRI, APRIL 30 Barnes and Noble Park Slope 

1 1 :30 am: Storytime with Em- [267 Seventh Ave. at Sixth 

ily. See Friday, April 23. Street in Park Slope, (718) 


SAT, MAY 1 

10:30 am: Story time fori 
See Saturday, April 24. 
12:30 pm and 2:30 pm:" 


1-4 pm: Earth Day celebi 
tion. Free. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center [Enter p 


Musical based or 


in Grand Army Plaza in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-2100]. 


rk Audubon Center [Enter 


k, (718) 287-3400], www. 
ispectpark.org/audubon. 
im: "Pistachio, a Brooklyn 


f^Grand^emie in* 
Hill, (718)623-8538]. 


Church [526 59th St. between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 492-9200], www. 
citypitties.org. 

12:30 pm and 2 pm: "The Se- 
cret Garden ... of Monsters!" 
See Saturday, April 24. 

12:30 pm and 2:30 pm: "Jack 
and the Beanstalk." See Satur- 
day, April 24. 

1:30 pm: Science power hour. 
See Saturday, April 24. 

2 pm: Tap Kids. Eightof the 

rary, and uplifting. $6. Brook- 
lyn Center for the Performing 
Arts at Brooklyn College [2900 
Campus Rd. at Hillel Place in 
Flatbush, (718)951-4500]. 

MON, APRIL 26 

1:30 pm: Babies and Books. 
Free. Dyker Library [8202 13th 
Ave. at 82nd Street in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 748-6261], www. 
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 
TUES, APRIL 27 


11:30 am: Singalong with 
Lloyd. Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hicks and Henry 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
923-9710], themoxiespot.com. 

WED, APRIL 28 

1 pm: Storytime with Emily. 
See Friday, April 23. 

THURS, APRIL 29 


Beth Elohijjj 

g»y Can * p s 

Summer 2010 

A CAMP FOR ALL AGES 


TERRIFIC TWOS 
CLASSES 

Our popular pre-nursery program 
for your toddler, accompanied by a 
parent or caregiver. 


Entering Kindergarten 
through 4th Grade 


ELEMENTARY 
DAY CAMP 

• Full day program 

• Swimming, active outdoor sports, 
arts & crafts, nature, gymnastics 
and music. 

• Trips twice a week in and 
around NYC 


3 Years to Kindergarten 


PRESCHOOL 
DAY CAMP 

• Full & half day programs 

• Professional staff 

• Fully equipped classrooms 

• Weekly trips for full day 4 and 5 
year olds 


Entering 5th 
through 9th Grade 


MOVIN’ ON 

TRAVEL CAMP 

• Five days of trips • Two overnights 

• Swimming 

• Mature, qualified staff 


Congregation Beth Elohim 

GarM Temple UT6N ir 1 ! 


Eighth Avenue & Garfield Place, Park Slope 

Children of all faiths and ethnic backgrounds are welcome! 


For Tots & Preschool Camp 

call Jaci Israel or Pam Karlin at: 

499-6208 


For Elementary & Travel Camp 

call Bobbie Finkelstein at: 

768-3814x210 


www.congregationbethelohim.org 
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'Labor' pains 

Carroll Gardens development is 
protested by union workers 


By Gary Buiso 

for The Brooklyn Paper 
A controversial Carroll 
Gardens development con- 
tinues to be a flashpoint for 
protests, with union officials 
this week blasting acontrac- 
tor on the site for exploiting 
his non-union workers. 

On Tuesday morning, 
about 40 members of the 
carpenter’s union picketed 
the project, located at Sec- 
ond Place and Smith Street, 
where a 48-unit, seven- 
story residential building 
has topped out above the 


Carroll Street station. 

“This contractor is un- 
dercutting the area standard 
wages and benefits,” said 
Andres Puerta, arepresenta- 
tive for the District Council 
of Carpenters union, which 
claims that R&B Drywall, 
a subcontractor on the proj - 
ect, pays workers S10-S18 an 
hour, without benefits. 

The union rate for the 
same work is $42 an hour, 
plus benefits, Puerta said. 

R&B Drywall owner 
Howard Schneidler said 
he had no intention on 


changing the practices of 
his 25-year-old business 
— which pays $20-$25 
per hour, he said. 

“We’re a non-union shop, 
and they think that because 
everyone doesn’t pay union 
wages, everyone is under- 
paid,” he said. “The owner 
can’t pay the union’s exor- 
bitant prices.” 

Moreover, Schneidler 
said, he’s under no legal 
obligation to pay union 

Puerta said more pro- 
tests are planned, but it is 


unclear what impact, if any, 
they will have on hiring prac- 
tices. He insisted the issue is 
not about union versus non- 

“The goal here is to dem- 
onstrate what we feel are ex- 
ploitative working condi- 
tions — whether the owners 
or contractors change their 
mind, that’s up to them,” 
he said. 

The building at the comer 
of Smith Street and Second 
Place has been controversial 
from the get-go. 

In2007, residents protested 
the proposed building’s size, 
claiming it overwhelms the 
low-rise neighborhood. In the 
wake of those protests, Car- 
roll Gardens was rezoned in 
2008, but a city panel deter- 
mined that enough of the 70- 
foot building’sfoundationhad 
been poured to allow work 
Hundreds of union laborers rallied outside a contro- to continue — even though 
versial development project on Smith Street, claim- the zoning change now caps 
ing that workers on the project are underpaid. buildings at 55 feet. 



CONEY... 


Continued from page 1 
The slabs will have a tan 
hue and be textured to resem- 
ble pebbles and sand, said 
John Natoli, the Parks De- 


partment’s chief engineer. 

He added that concrete 
will be more durable than 
wood and last “100 years 
instead of 30 or 40 years” 


— but fans of the classic 
wood planks were having 
none of it. 

“Not only is it going to 
be ugly, it’s going to be un- 
bearably hot,” said Brighton 
Beach resident Ida Sanoff. 
“People are not going to be 
able to walk barefoot over 


that. They’re going to burn 
their feet.” 

Others said it’s not a 
boardwalk without the 
boards. 

“It’s not supposed to be 
a concrete walk,” said Mar- 
ion Cleaver, chairwoman of 
Community Board 13. 


The traditional wood 
planks will be a key compo- 
nent on the Boardwalk near 
the area’s traditional amuse- 
ment area, from West 10th 
Street to Stillwell Avenue. 

After the summer, Parks 
will examine the wear and tear 
on the Boardwalk to deter- 


mine which materials — the 
concrete in Brighton Beach, 

or some synthetic lumber 
planks on Steeplechase Pier 
— hold up best. 

That material willbeused 
if additional portions of the 
Boardwalk are replaced. 



Community news. 
Un-decaffeinated. 

If you don’t want to miss what’s happening 
around town, we’re your go-to. 

Your Community Paper. Told ya. 
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HELP SAVE THIS DOG: Walter, a pit bull puppy, was 
discovered on Easter Sunday in Park Slope — but 
unlike the religious figure who allegedly rose that 
day, he may not be resurrected without your help. 

Walter is one 
sick puppy 

He needs your help now! 


By Stephen Brown 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Walter, the severely in- 
jured pitbull pup of Park 
Slope, is off life support 
— but he still needs your 
help! 

After an outpouring of 
support from all corners of 
the globe, Walter’s health has 
stabilized, but his owners say 
the bills for his care will con- 
tinue to mount. 

“The swelling in his feet 
has gone down,” saidKennan 
Juska, one ofWalter’s five ad- 
opted owners who all work at 
the Fifth Avenue bar South- 
paw in Park Slope. “His skin 
is healing and the scabs are 
falling off, though fur falls 
off with it too. But he’s al- 
ready starting to get baby 
hair back.” 

The poor pup has en- 
dured quite an ideal to fi- 
nally have his health stabi- 
lize. Walter was discovered 
on Easter Sunday at 15th 
Street and Third Avenue 
by Alex Darsey, who lives 
nearby. After inquiring about 
where this pitiful puppy had 
come from, a neighbor told 
Darsey that he had just seen 
a car pull up, ditch the dog, 
and peel off. 

Walter’s heartless previ- 
ous owners had left him in a 
sorry state. The two- orthree- 
month-old sick puppy had an 
extreme case of mange and 
was severely malnourished 
and dehydrated. 

But according to Walter’s 
collective owners — a group 
of five friends who all work 
at Southpaw on Fifth Ave- 
nue between Sterling and St. 
Johns places — that was the 
least of the pup’s worries. 

“It appears that his previ- 
ous owners used some sort 
of chemical — like bleach or 
ammonia — in a cruel and 
misguided effort to treat the 
mange,” his owners wrote in 
an online post. 

“He was like an open sore 
when we found him,” added 
Keenan Juska, who is also 
one of the dog’s caretakers 
and a DJ who runs the awe- 
some “Chances With Wolves” 
radio show. “He didn’t have 
any fur on his legs. He looks 
like a bum victim.” 

Juska and his compatriots 
doped the dog up with antibi- 
otics and anti-parasite meds, 
as well as baths to soothe his 
raw and inflamed flesh. 

“After a few days of baths, 
good meals and lots of love 
and attention from his new 
family, Walter seemed to be 
doing really well,” Walter’s 
caregivers wrote. 

But his improving health 
was short-lived. 

On April 11, Walter be- 
gan ignoring food, and his 
temperature and electrolytes 
went into sharp decline. Ac- 
cording to Juska, his body 
temperature was in fact so 
low that it didn’t even regis- 
ter on the veterinarian’s ther- 
mometer. He was then put in 
a doggy-incubator of sorts, 


and given a canine IV. 

“His mange is so bad that 
he no longer has his fur to 
act as an immune defense,” 
his owners wrote. “His body 
is like a sponge for bacteria 
and infection, and he is so 
weak that he cannot fight it 

“Normally, a puppy with 
a healthy immune system 
can fight off [the mange],” 
Juska added. “But he didn’t 
get food and wasn’t able to 
fight it — his stomach got up- 
set and that’s what got him 
sick again.” 

Still, Walter fights on. 
But as he slowly recovers 
in doggy intensive care, his 
owners now have to cope 
with the fact that his emer- 
gency treatment costs loads 
of cash. 

“We’re all working poor,” 
Juska said. “This is a totally 
unforeseen expense.” 

Juska added that the bill 
from just two days of in-pa- 
tient treatment at the veter- 
inary emergency clinic on 
Warren Street between Smith 
and Court streets came to 
around $2,000. The veter- 
inarians there are doing ev- 
erything in their power to 
keep Walter in good health, 
and have come to adore the 
dog as much as his owners — 
but until universal pet health 
care gets passed, the bills will 
keep piling up. 

Fortunately, Walter has 
been swamped with dona- 
tions, and Juska said that 
they are likely approaching 
the sum necessary for Wal- 
ter’s care. He also promised 
that all donations would go 
towards the pup’s care and 
that any extra funds would 
be donated to a pet-related 
charity. And when — and if 
— Walter makes it out, he’ll 
be welcomed with open arms 
into their home. 

So Walter’s new owners 
are soliciting donations to get 
the pup through this heart- 
wrenching ordeal. 

“We were looking at each 
other [in the clinic] saying 
‘How are we going to handle 
this? ’” Juska said. “But once 
you embrace the fact that you 
got this great community in 
Brooklyn in general — it’s 
helped out a lot.” 

But Walter still has a long 
road to recovery — and re- 
mains in a fragile state. But 
Juska said that he had be- 
gun to think that it wasn’t 
just the money that kept Wal- 

The moral support and 
energy — and I’m not usu- 
ally spooky like this — but 
I really think it has made a 
huge difference,” Juska said. 
“He went from having no- 
body care for him to have 
people from all over the 

Donations for Walter, 
the severely traumatized 
puppy of Park Slope, can 
be made through help- 
savewalter.blogspot.com. 


OPERA... 


Continued from page 1 

What he didn’t expect was 
to be fired — an replaced! 
— just minutes before his 
acclaimed recital. 

“After the show, people 
came to me and said, ‘That 

bass ! ’ ” Lamonarca told us. 
“How could [Mancusi] be so 
blind?” Or, more appropri- 
ately, tone deaf? 

This is where the dispute 
becomes a classic case of he 
sang, she sang. 

Mancusi wouldn’t go into 
details about Lamonarca’s re- 
quest to be paid for his vol- 
unteer work, but he did deny 
the most heinous of accusa- 

“I have no idea what he’s 


talking about — it was a 
world-class tenor,” Man- 
cusi said. “He sang every- 
thing he was supposed to 
sing. We don’t want to af- 
filiate ourselves with people 
like him — it became a very 
poisonous atmosphere.” 
Regardless, Lamonarca’s 
taking the war to court. He 
claims that there was a ver- 
bal agreement that he be paid 
monthly, and that he was fired 
for writing up a contract. 

“I must be recognized for 
my work! ” Lamonarca said. 
“Until then, I will no longer 
represent this museum, which 
I have loved, and been fasci- 
nated by, for years.” 

Stay tuned for Act II of 
this tragi-comedy. 
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The $3M man 

Goldstein accepts Ratner offer and 
will leave Yards footprint by May 7 



Goldstein bought his 
apartment in this build- 
ing on Pacific Street just 
before Atlantic Yards 
was announced. 


By Stephen Brown 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Daniel Goldstein is now 
the $3-million man. 

After nearly seven years 
of steadfast opposition to 
Bruce Ratner’s Atlantic 
Yards — a personal and 
political protest that made 


him the last resident of the 
project footprint — Gold- 
stein accepted the lucrative 
offer on Wednesday and will 
leave the project’s footprint 
by May 7. 

The move comes after 
he was left with no other 
options once the state con- 
demned his Pacific Street 


property via eminent do- 
main last month. 

Goldstein paid $590,000 
for the three-bedroom unit 
in 2003 — months before 
Ratnerpresentedhis 16-sky- 
scraper residential, commer- 
cial and basketball arena 
plan that called on the state 
to evict residents through its 


condemnation power. 

After a long holdout — 
which left his name as the 
only one on the buzzer of 
his six-story building — 
Goldstein was offered just 
$510,000 by the state. 

But now Goldstein will 
receive a check for that 
amount tomorrow — plus 
the remaining $2,490,000 
from Ratner when he, his 
wife and small child move 

He said he was relieved, 
but still personally affronted 
by the $4-billionmega-proj- 
ect — the subject of years 
of protest and more than a 
dozen lawsuits. 

“If I’m going to be forced 


out of my home in quick mea- 
sure, I’m going to be paid 
for it,” he said. “Of course, 
I would rather the neighbor- 
hood be restored.” 

But Goldstein’s big pay- 
day came with caveats — 
which also apply to his 

• He must withdraw from 
all lawsuits and not file any 
others against the Atlantic 
Yards project. 

•He cannot actively op- 
pose the project — or as 
Goldstein explained it, “I 
can’t lie down in front of the 
bulldozers, which I wasn’t 
going to do anyway.” 

• He can no longer be the 
spokesman of Develop Don’t 


Destroy Brooklyn, but will 
remain a member. 

Goldstein’s lawyer, Mike 
Rikon, explained that the 
sticking point of during 
two hours of negotiations on 
Wednesday in the chambers 
of Justice Abraham Gerges 
in Downtown was Ratner’s 
demand that Goldstein relin- 
quish his right to speak out 
against the project. 

In the end, Ratner backed 
down because “[Gold- 
stein] would have walked 
away from any offer if he 
lost his First Amendment 
rights,” Rikon said. 

The Goldstein deal comes 
only two days after project 
opponents lost their main 


watering hole, when Fred- 
dy’s Bar at Dean Street and 
Sixth Avenue announced it 
would be moving to Park 
Slope after making its own 
deal with Ratner. 

If Freddy’s was the “war 
room” for opponents, Gold- 
stein was their general — an 
articulate spokesman andbe- 
hind-the-scenes player who 
helped orchestrate numerous 
protests and legal challenges 
to the Atlantic Yards. 

Now, Goldstein — whose 
building is in the way of 
Ratner’s plans to build the 
Barclays Center to house 
his Brooklyn-bound Nets 
— is in the hunt for a new 
abode. 

Ratner executives did 
not comment by our emi- 
nent deadline. 

“This money in part has 
to do with me being given 
an unreasonable amount of 
time to leave,” said Gold- 

home for me. I got mar- 
ried, had a child there — 
it’s perverse to demolish it. 
It’s upsetting.” 

But, Goldstein added, he 
could use help on the Brook- 
lyn real-estate market. 

“We’re partial to Fort 
Greene, Park Slope, Pros- 
pect Heights,” he said. “If 
anyone knows of a month- 
to-month rental, that’s what 
we’re looking for.” 


'Potato Chip' critics give promoters an earful 


The few concert promot- 
ers who actually showed up 
for last Friday’s public walk- 
ing tour of Asser Levy Sea- 
side Park heard a lot from 
the Parks Department about 
how great Borough President 
Markowitz’s plan to build a 
new $64-million amphithe- 
ater inside the park is going 
to be — but it wasn’t all mu- 
sic to everyone’s ears. 


Critics who view the am- 
phitheater as nothing more 
than a commercial land grab 
of public space lambasted the 
project for more than an hour, 
frustrating Parks officials and 
making it hard for them to 
make their sales pitch. 

The agency is eager to 
land a potential promoter 
as soon as possible because 
it can not complete a required 
Environmental Assessment of 
the proposed 8,000-seat am- 


phimeater without the oper- 

Tempers immediately 
started to flare during a short 
pre-tour presentation. 

Amphitheater critics in- 
sisted that the community 
is already suffering because 
of Markowitz’s annual Sea- 
side Summer Concert Se- 
ries, and, said opponent Ar- 
lene Brenner, the area simply 
“can’t stand” an influx of Opponents of the planned a 
more concert-goers. protested on Friday. 





The animosity later boiled 
over during the tour of the 
park, located on Surf Ave- 
nue between Ocean Parkway 
and West Fifth Street, when 
Sam Kimball, a representa- 
tive for Marquee Concerts 
I turned on Brenner. 

1“ “All we’ve heard for an 
hour is you,” cried Kimball, 
whose company specializes 
’ ; and comedy shows. 




actually one of just three 
concert promoters that took 
Friday’s walking tour, ac- 
cording to the Parks Depart- 
ment, and Kimball later said 
that he wasn’t sure his com- 
pany is “even interested” in 
the amphitheater. 

If built, the new amphi- 
theater — officially known 
as the “Coney Center” — 
would eat up virtually all 
of Asser Levy Park’s open 
recreational space. 


ARCHITECTS 


AWARD WINNING /LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 
Alterations & New Buildings 

■ Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules 

• Construction Management - 
General Contracting 

• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Dept, of Buildings & Landmarks 

• Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (718) 596-2379 
martin@mdparchitects.com 


HEALTH & FITNESS 


BACK BRACE. Covered by 
Medicare/Ins. Substantial re- 
lief, comfortable wear. 
1-800-815-1577, Ext 404. 
www.LifeCareDiabeticSup- 
plies.com 




Viagra! 40 pills $99.00, Satis- 
faction Guaranteed! Open 
Saturday! Hablamos Espa- 

WWW. n ew h e a It h y m amcom 
888-396-2052 


A Saturday Morning 
if Yoga 

V 10:30 am-12 noon 

jl 55 Cranberry Street 
Brooklyn Hts. 

Assumption Church Undercroft Space 

Saturdays thru May 22 

$15 per session. Certified Yoga Instructor. 
Hatha Yoga/Sivananda Practice. 

718-213-2062 


CARPENTRY PLUS 


Kevin (718)331-9251 


DENTON CLEANING 
917 796-9830 
718 333-1181 



ANTCO 
CONTRACTING 


Kitchens • Baths 
All Home Remodeling 
Licensed & Insured 

718 - 259-9444 

917 - 882-1291 

antcocontracting 

@gmail.com 

Looking for New 
Customers? 

Do You Need 
More Business ? 
We Can Help ! 
Call 

718 - 260-2588 


HOME IMPROVEMENT 


BATHTUB BEGLAZING 


One Day Bath Solutions! 

Save up to 90% replacement cost 


Expert Reslazins for: 
Bathtubs & Sinks 
Wall & Floor Tile 

Refinished Like New 
Finished in any color 


Now selling tub and 
sink fixtures, shower 
doors and a wide 
variety of bath vanities 
and medicine cabinets 


Premier Baths Inc. 
718-238-8460 
1 -866-399-TUBS (8827) 


^ NEW HEIGHTS 
i \ CONSTRUCTION LLC 

Bj 1 Siding • Windows • Roofing • Fences 

™" — Kitchens • Painting • Baths • Basements • Decks 
Doors • Awnings • Patio Enclosures 
Bri ck Pointing* Concrete Stucco 

SPRING SPECIALS ON WINDOWS 

800-525-5102 

FREE ESTIMATES 718-767-0044 



CONTBACTOBS II ELECTHICIANS 


ELECTRICAL DIAGNOSIS 
flf & REPAIR 

_ We Keep You in Power 
With the Best Rales!! 
Residential & Commercial 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN • PRODUCTS • REMODELING 


10 LIMIT 
CONTRACTING 


Renovations and 
Restorations 
One Call Does It All 

kitchens • bathrooms 
carpentry • windows 
skim-coating • flooring 
wood refinishing 
Designer Available 
Licensed and Insured 
Nolimitcontracting@gmail.com 



We build year round 
Plan Ahead 
(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 


ALECTRA inc. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Specializing in Power Failure Generators 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed eleclricinn 

718-522-3893 


A&A ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTING 

All Aspects of 
Electrical Work 
Licensed NYC & NJ 

P. 718-488-5800 
C. 917-560-6188 

ElectricBid@gmail.com 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
( 718 ) 875-6100 
( 212 ) 475-6100 


ESTATE 

PURCHASES 



Since 1969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 

Termites • Roaches • Ants 
Bees • Fleas • Bedbugs^ 
Moths • Mice • Rats 

TRAPPING 

Squirrels • Cats • Raccoons 

LICENSED & INSURED 


FREE ESTIMATES 

259-8799 



FLOORS IlMOVERS-LICENSED 


CENTER LINE 
WOOD FLOOR! 

Your Full Service 
Wood Flooring Co. 
Fully Insured 

646-243-6294 


* Kells * 
Wood Floors 

Hardwood Floors Installed & Repaired 

• Sanding & Refinishing 

Free Estimates INSURED 

Call Phillip (347) 531-6156 


“IT’S SPRING, 
WAKE UP 

YOUR GARDEN!” 

Annuals, Perennials, Herbs, Design, 
Installation, General (lean-lias, 8 Maintenance 
For Wherever Your Garden Is! 

Your Complete Gardener: Marilyn Manning 

718-753-9741 


D&G Handyman 

Repairs & Home Improvements 
of All Kinds 
BIG & small 

Reasonable Prices 
Call: 718-788-1604 
Cell: 347-742-0181 

www.DGHandyman.com 


DoneRite Drywall 

Bathrooms * Kitchens 
* Flooring * 
Electrical * Plumbing 
All Work Guaranteed! 


917-496-4100 


KBM Handyman Services 


FREE ESTIMATE 

(718) 763-0379 


MOVERS-LICENSED 


wwwArikmoving.com 

Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


E & J MOVING 

Lowest Rates from NY 
To Florida & in between 
www.ejmovers.com 

USDOT T37637 

877-445-4111 


Moving & Storage 

Licensed - Insured 
Local & Long Distance 
28 Years 

Family Owned Business 

800-273-5176 


FREE Estimate 

DOT#672337 



CALL NED 

Plastering • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile -Carpentry 

Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 


Master P 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, 
Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

(718) 834-0470 


c3 


QUALITY 

CRAFTSMAN 

PAINTING 


SKIH COATING 
CRACK REPAIR 

, WALLAND CEILING REPAIR 
MESHING AND PLASTERING 



m FINEST 

T QUALITY 
PAINTING 

at ‘Discount Prices* 
Marvin Rosenberg 

718 - 260-9419 

347 - 406-4365 


TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 



RUBBISH REMOVAL 


| FIVE STAR CARTIN G INC. | 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

■ 718-349-7555- 


Looking for New 
Customers? 
Do You Need 
More Business ? 

We Can Help ! 
Call 

718-260-2588 


MISCELLANEOUS 


$500+ Cash for Used Old & 
Junk Cars on the Spot. 
888-516-JUNK (5865) 

www.junkyarddirect.com 
Free 24hr Towing 
7 days a week 


PARTY/MEETING 


MILES. CHEAP. PLEASE 
CALL OWNER 
718-209-0671 


Ford Crown Victoria, 1 995 

bXr°a d /c, C °din n f: ^ 

runs like new, inspected, 
$1,850,718-930-4980 


TOYOTA Camry 1999, 4- 
tion,’ excellent mileage, only 
347-439*2556 ^ PnC6 ' 


quarters. $150 
718-370-0413 



DONATE YOUR AUTO 

IRS Tax Deduction 
Free Towing 

718-491-2525 


SPACE 

EIMA1 

Parties, 
Showers or 
Social Events 

2,200 sq.ft. 
Atlantic Avenue 

EventsonAtlantic.com 

melnn@mac.com 

917-216-8754 


START YOUR 
OWN BUSINES 


OFFER DEFENSIVE 
DRIVING COURSE 
ONLINE 

No cost to start, 
FREE website. 

Call 866-370-9864 


To Place A 
Classified Ad 
Call 
718-260-2588 


ROOFING 



Pointing & Wpf Coatings 
Brick Replacement DCA Lie. #1329258 
Please Call 718-968-1806 

Marc Lawrence-Pres 


UPHOLSTERY 

PERFECT TOUCH 
DECORATORS 


30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 
~ Free Estimates ~ 



(718) 263-8383 


WOOD STRIPPING 


WOOD STRIPPING 

Park Slope Paint Strippers 
718-783-4112 

www.WeStripWood.com 



PARK SLOPE JEWISH CENTER 

8th i Avenue at 14th St. 

Adult Ed" Hebrew School 
Park Slope's Egalitarian, 

°768-1 STL* 


Union 

Temple 

Park Slope’s Friendliest 


SHABBAT SERVICES 



FAMILY 

CLASSIFIED 

ENTERTAINMENT 


Rico the Clown 

Maeician & Comical Nerd 

occasions — Adults & lads. 

"Univershy Professor of Speech & Communications" 

718-434-9697 

917-318-9092 


Our Customers 

GET THEIR 
MONEY'S 
WORTH 

To Place Your Ad 
Call or Fax 

Tel: 71, 260.2588 

Fax:’"260.2549 























































